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CA-VA Mains 2025 Reflections 
 

General Studies (Paper-II) 
 

UPSC Question -3  

Compare and contrast the President’s power to pardon in India and in the USA. Are there any limits to it 
in both the countries? What are ‘preemptive pardons’?                                           (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
(RRT9 - Phase -1) 

What are the constitutional provisions regarding the pardoning power in India? Discuss the issues associated with the 
exercise of pardoning power in India. How does it differ from the pardoning power of the U.S. President?  
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UPSC Question - 5 
 

“The Attorney General of India plays a crucial role in guiding the legal framework of the Union Government 
and ensuring sound governance through legal counsel.” Discuss his responsibilities, rights and limitations 
in this regard.                                                                                                                       (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
 

(Mains - GAT02 - Phase - 3) 
 
“The Attorney-General is the chief legal adviser and lawyer of the Government of India.”Discuss. (Mains - GAT02) 
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UPSC Question - 6 

Women’s social capital complements in advancing empowerment and gender equity. Explain.  
                    (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class Topics (SHG) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
GAT 8 - Phase -1 

Examine the role of the ‘founding mothers,’ i.e., the distinguished women members of the Constituent Assembly, in 
shaping feminist ideals within the Indian Constitution. 
 

Mains - GAT01 - Phase -3 
How has the contemporary women’s movement encompassed diverse approaches beyond traditional methods? Also, 
highlights the unique contributions and challenges of the contemporary women’s movement. 
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UPSC Question - 7 
 

e-governance projects have a built-in bias towards technology and back-end integration than user-centric 
designs. Examine.         (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
RRT 9 - Phase - 1 

 
What is PRAGATI platform and explain its key features. Discuss its significance in addressing infrastructure challenges 
in India and transforming governance. 
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UPSC Question - 9  
 

India-Africa digital partnership is achieving mutual respect, co-development and long-term institutional 
partnerships. Elaborate.                    (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class Topic (Africa) 
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UPSC Question - 10 
 

“With the waning of globalization, post-Cold War world is becoming a site of sovereign nationalism.” 
Elucidate.          (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class Topic (Changing Global Order) 
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Class Topic (Trade Wars) 
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UPSC Question - 11 
 

“Constitutional morality is the fulcrum which acts as an essential check upon the high functionaries and 
citizens alike…”In view of the above observation of the Supreme Court, explain the concept of 
constitutional morality and its application to ensure balance between judicial independence and judicial 
accountability in India.                   (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Constitutional morality) 
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Class Topic (Judicial accountability) 
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UPSC Question - 12 
 

Indian Constitution has conferred the amending power on the ordinary legislative institutions with a few 
procedural hurdles. In view of this statement, examine the procedural and substantive limitations on the 
amending power of the Parliament to change the Constitution.               (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Transformative Constitution) 
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UPSC Question - 13 
 

Discuss the evolution of collegium system in India. Critically examine the advantages and disadvantages 
of the system of appointment of the Judges of the Supreme Court of India and that of the USA. 
                      (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
(RRT-1 Phase 1) 

 
Discuss the pros and cons of the collegium system and critically evaluate the National Judicial Appointments Commission 
(NJAC) as an alternative. (RRT-1 Phase 1) 
 

(RRT-6 Phase 1) 
 

What are the reasons for lower representation of women in higher judiciary? Highlighting the need for greater women 
representation in higher judiciary. Suggest some measures to achieve the same.  
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UPSC Question - 15 
 

What are environmental pressure groups? Discuss their role in raising awareness, influencing policies and 
advocating for environmental protection in India.                (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
 

 
 

(RRT 7 - Phase -1) 
 

What are the key challenges India faces in addressing climate change while balancing economic growth and social 
equity? Evaluate the effectiveness of India’s current climate policies and suggest measures to enhance a multi-
stakeholder approach for sustainable development.  
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UPSC Question - 16 
 

Inequality in the ownership pattern of resources is one of the major causes of poverty. Discuss in the 
context of ‘paradox of poverty’.                   (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Poverty) 
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UPSC Question - 17 
 

“In contemporary development models, decision-making and problem-solving responsibilities are not located 
close to the source of information and execution defeating the objectives of development.” Critically evaluate.
            (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Local Bodies) 
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UPSC Question - 18 
 

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights has to address the challenges faced by children 
in the digital era. Examine the existing policies and suggest measures the Commission can initiate to 
tackle the issue.                   (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
 (RRT2 - Phase -1) 

 
What are your views on the impact of the Supreme Court judgment in the Just Rights for Children Alliance v. S. Harish 
case (2024)? 

 
(RRT-1 - Phase -1) 

Technology is increasingly being viewed as a significant factor contributing to the decline in mental wellbeing among 
youth. Do you agree with this assessment? Justify your answer  
 

(Mains - GAT 4 - Phase -3) 
‘Despite the growing harmful impact of online spaces on adolescents, curbing these negative effects remains a significant 
challenge’. Discuss the factors responsible for this challenge and suggest measures to protect adolescents in the digital 
age  
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UPSC Question - 19 
 

“Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s 
overarching influence in Middle Eastern countries.” How would you integrate energy security with India’s 
foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?                    (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Foreign Policy) 
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UPSC Question - 20 
 

“The reform process in the United Nations remains unresolved, because of the delicate imbalance of East and West 
and entanglement of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese alliance.” Examine and critically evaluate the East-West policy 
confrontations in this regard.                                                                                   (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Foreign Policy) 
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CA-VA Mains 2025 Reflections 
 

General Studies (Paper-III) 
 

UPSC Question -2  
 

What are the challenges before the Indian economy when the world is moving away from free trade and 
multilateralism to protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met? 
  (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class topic - (Trade War) 
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UPSC Question -3 
 

Explain the factors influencing the decision of the farmers on the selection of high value crops in India. 
 (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class topic - (Horticulture) 
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UPSC Question - 4  

 

Elaborate the scope and significance of supply chain management of agricultural commodities in India. 
 (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class topic - (Horticulture) 
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UPSC Question – 5 
 

The fusion energy programme in India has steadily evolved over the past few decades. Mention India’s 
contributions to the international fusion energy project – International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor 
(ITER). What will be the implications of the success of this project for the future of global energy?  (Answer 
in 150 words) 10 

 
Class topic - (ITER - Nuclear) 
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UPSC Question - 6 
 

How can India achieve energy independence through clean technology by 2047? How can biotechnology play 
a crucial role in this endeavour?  (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 (Mains GAT 6) 
 

Despite their potential, second-generation biofuels pose several challenges in India. In this context, discuss the steps 
taken by India to promote and scale up 2G biofuels  
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UPSC Question - 7 

 
Q7. What is Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS)? What is the potential role of CCUS in tackling 
climate change?  (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
 

(RRT 7 - Phase - 1) 
 
Examine the significance of Carbon Capture, Utilisation, and Storage (CCUS) as a tool for decarbonization in India, 
highlighting its potential to contribute to a circular economy and reduce import dependency. Evaluate the challenges 
related to its implementation, including technology, financing, and infrastructure, and suggest measures to enhance its 
adoption. 
 
 

(Mains - GAT6 - Phase - 3) 
 
What is meant by Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS)? Critically evaluate its effectiveness and limitations 
in the context of global climate change mitigation efforts.  
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UPSC Question - 8 

 
Seawater intrusion in the coastal aquifers is a major concern in India. What are the causes of seawater intrusion 
and the remedial measures to combat this hazard?  (Answer in 150 words) 10 
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UPSC Question - 9 
 

Terrorism is a global scourge. How has it manifested in India? Elaborate with contemporary examples. What 
are the counter measures adopted by the State? Explain.  (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
Class Topic (Radicalisation) 
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UPSC Question - 10 
 

The Government of India recently stated that Left Wing Extremism (LWE) will be eliminated by 2026. What do 
you understand by LWE and how are the people affected by it? What measures have been taken by the 
government to eliminate LWE?                                                                                          (Answer in 150 words) 10 

 
 

Class Topic (LWE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GAT-1 - Phase -1 
 
What is the role of frontal organizations and Maoist sympathizers in the spread of left-wing extremism in urban areas? 
Also, suggest a way forward to address such internal security challenges. 
 

 (Mains GAT - 7) 
 
Left Wing Extremism has witnessed a steady decline in recent years, yet continues to pose challenges in certain 
regions. Identify the key measures that have contributed to this decline. In this context, critically examine whether the 
objective of a Naxal free India by 2026 is Attainable? 
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 UPSC Question - 14 

 
Examine the scope of the food processing industries in India. Elaborate the measures taken by the 
government in the food processing industries for generating employment opportunities. (Answer in 250 
words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Food Processing Sector) 
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UPSC Question - 15 
 
How does nanotechnology offer significant advancements in the field of agriculture? How can this 
technology help to uplift the socio-economic status of farmers? (Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Nano Technology) 
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UPSC Question - 16 
 
India aims to become a semiconductor manufacturing hub. What are the challenges faced by the 
semiconductor industry in India? Mention the salient features of the India Semiconductor Mission.                      
(Answer in 250 words) 15 

 
Class Topic (Semi-Conductors and Semiconductors Indigenisation) 
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UPSC Question - 17 
 
Mineral resources are fundamental to the country’s economy and these are exploited by mining. Why is 
mining considered an environmental hazard? Explain the remedial measures required to reduce the 
environmental hazard due to mining.                                                                                   (Answer in 250 words) 
15 

 

Class Topic (Critical and Rare Earth Minerals) 
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UPSC Question - 18 
 
Write a review on India’s climate commitments under the Paris Agreement (2015) and mention how these 
have been further strengthened in COP26 (2021). In this direction, how has the first Nationally Determined 
Contribution intended by India been updated in 2022?                                                    (Answer in 250 words) 
15 

 
Class Topic (COP) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(RRT -10 Phase-1) 

 
Examine the role of developed countries in the weakening of global climate agreements, from the Kyoto 
Protocol to the Paris Agreement. How has this affected the responsibilities of developing countries?  
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UPSC Question - 20 
 
Why is maritime security vital to protect India’s sea trade? Discuss maritime and coastal security challenges 
and the way forward.                                                                                                              (Answer in 250 words) 
15 

 
Class topic (Maritime Security) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Mains GAT - Phase -3 - Test -1) 
 
“The Indian Ocean is evolving as a critical geostrategic theatre, yet regional maritime security cooperation 
remains  fragmented.” In this context, evaluate the potential of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) in 
fostering a collective maritime security architecture in the Indian Ocean region.  
 

 


