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THINQ! 

1. In the context of doctrine of 
Dharmachakraparivartana, did Gautama Buddha 
believe in existence of soul in the universe? 

 

2. Which school of Buddhism believed in soul or 
existence of a soul-like structure? 
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INDIGO FLIGHT CANCELLATION 

Context: IndiGo‘s mass flight cancellations and temporary exemption from 

new night-duty norms highlight regulatory, operational and passenger-rights 

challenges within India‘s civil aviation governance framework. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 2: Civil aviation governance and regulatory 

oversight by DGCA; government role in granting 

operational exemptions; accountability, passenger 

rights, and service-delivery obligations in public 

transport sectors. 

• GS 3: Aviation infrastructure challenges—crew 

management norms, operational bottlenecks, 

cascading delays; market responses such as fare 

spikes; implications for logistics efficiency and 

national transport systems. 

• GS 4: Ethical responsibilities of airlines—fair 

pricing, transparency during crises, and duty of 

care; state‘s obligation to balance commercial 

autonomy with protection of consumer welfare. 

• Prelims: DGCA functions; Civil Aviation 

Requirements (CAR); crew duty-hour norms; 

regulatory exemptions; basics of airline operations, 

cancellations, slot norms, and fare determinants. 
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BODIES UNDER MINISTRY OF 
CIVIL AVIATION 
The bodies/institutions under Ministry of Civil Aviation are: 

• Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) for air safety,  

• Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) for security, 

• Airports Authority of India (AAI) for airport management 

• Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) and the Airports 
Economic Regulatory Authority (AERA) 

• Pawan Hans Helicopters Ltd. (PHHL) 

• AI Assets Holding Limited (AIAHL) 

• Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation University (a Central University) is 
India’s first National Aviation University established under Act of 
Parliament, 2013. 

• Commission of Railway Safety (safety of rail travel and train operation). 
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INDIA-RUSSIA FRIENDSHIP 

Context: India and Russia reaffirm the long-term stability of their strategic 

partnership, expanding cooperation in energy, trade, and labour mobility amidst global 

geopolitical shifts. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS1: Historical evolution of India–Russia ties and 

continuity in major-power relations shaping India‘s 

foreign policy. 

• GS2: Bilateral diplomacy, strategic partnership 

mechanisms, energy and labour-mobility 

agreements; India‘s strategic autonomy amid global 

geopolitical pressures. 

• GS3: Economic cooperation in energy, trade and 

technology; implications for national energy 

security, defence-related industries and skilled-

worker mobility. 

• GS4: Ethical and strategic considerations in foreign 

policy—consistency, long-term partnerships, 

balancing national interest with global expectations. 

• Prelims: India–Russia strategic partnership basics, 

annual summit mechanism, major defence/energy 

links, concepts of strategic autonomy and mobility 

pacts. 



MAINS PYQs  

CSE 2020 

What is the significance of Indo-US 

defence deals over Indo-Russian 

defence deals? Discuss with reference 

to stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 

(Answer in 250 words) 

INDIA-RUSSIA FRIENDSHIP 
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US PEACE AGREEMENT WITH CONGO AND 

RWANDA 

Context: The U.S.-brokered Congo–Rwanda accord is labelled premature as 

deep-rooted ethnic tensions, rebel activity, and unresolved security demands 

continue to fuel conflict in eastern Congo. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS1: Historical roots of the Congo–Rwanda conflict—1994 

genocide, ethnic tensions, refugee flows, and socio-political 

fragmentation in the Great Lakes region. 

• GS2: International mediation, peace agreements, role of major 

powers (U.S.), UN involvement, regional diplomacy, and challenges 

of enforcing peace in conflict zones. 

• GS3: Resource-driven conflict dynamics—rare earth minerals, 

economic stakes, armed groups‘ control over territories, and 

implications for regional stability and development. 

• GS4: Ethical concerns in conflict resolution—premature 

declarations of peace, credibility of mediation, justice for genocide 

victims, disarmament of armed groups, and moral responsibility of 

external actors. 

• Prelims: Great Lakes region geography, M23 rebel group origins, 

1994 Rwandan genocide basics, peace accord mechanisms, UN 

peacekeeping in Congo (MONUSCO). 
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The Congo Basin is home to 

the world’s largest tropical 

peatlands, along with 

Brazil and Indonesia.  
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REPO RATE CUT AND GOLDILOCKS’ PHASE 

Context: With inflation easing and growth remaining 

strong, the RBI signals that India has entered a 

‗goldilocks‘ phase, opening room for possible further 

rate cuts. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 2: Institutional role of the RBI in monetary policy; 

coordination with government fiscal measures; 

oversight through Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). 

• GS 3: Macroeconomic fundamentals—growth–inflation 

dynamics, monetary policy transmission, credit 

expansion, investment climate, and external sector 

pressures affecting rate decisions. 

• GS 4: Ethical considerations in economic 

governance—balancing growth with price stability, 

safeguarding public welfare in monetary decisions, 

and ensuring transparency in policy communication. 

• Prelims: RBI functions, MPC composition and 

mandate, repo/reverse repo, liquidity measures, 

inflation targeting framework, CPI–WPI distinctions. 
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IMPACT OF LOWER REPO RATE 

• It will increase the supply of rupee into the economy, as the 
rate shall be lower. 

• Cheaper credit encourages companies to borrow and invest in 
expansion, machinery, hiring, etc. 

• Promotes increased consumption and investment, stimulating 
economic growth. 

 
ISSUE THAT MAY ARISE 

• It may lead to further depreciation of Rupee, which is already 
reeling under dollar ($) pressure. 

REPO RATE CUT AND GOLDILOCKS’ PHASE 
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NO AFTER-WORK HOUR CALLS 

Context: A Private Member‘s Bill proposes legally protecting employees‘ ―right to 

disconnect‖ from work calls and emails after office hours to address overwork, stress, 

and digital intrusion. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Changing work culture in a digital economy, 

impact on family life, mental health, and social well-

being. 

• GS 2: Labour law reforms, governance of working 

conditions under OSH Code, role of Parliament, 

regulatory responsibilities of employers and welfare 

authorities. 

• GS 3: Technology-driven work environments, 

productivity–well-being balance, economic costs of 

burnout, and implications for human capital. 

• GS 4: Ethical dimensions of work—fairness, dignity, 

employer responsibility, boundaries between 

professional and personal life, prevention of 

exploitation. 

• Prelims: OSH Code basics, features of Private 

Members‘ Bills, labour welfare provisions, 

international ―right to disconnect‖ precedents. 
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DIGITAL CONSTITUTIONALISM 

Context:  The rollback of the mandatory ―Bharat Sankalp‖ app triggers a deeper 

debate on surveillance, data power, AI-driven governance and the threats these pose to 

constitutional freedoms in the digital age. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 2: Constitutional protections (Articles 14, 19, 21), right 

to privacy jurisprudence, limits on state power, 

accountability of executive actions, and gaps in India‘s 

digital governance legal framework. 

• GS 3: Technology, data governance, AI-based decision 

systems, algorithmic harms, cybersecurity, and risks of 

state and private data monopolies; need for robust 

regulatory architecture. 

• GS 4: Ethical concerns—autonomy, proportionality, 

fairness, transparency in algorithmic decision-making; 

preventing misuse of data power and ensuring responsible 

technology deployment. 

• Prelims: Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy judgment), Data 

Protection Act basics, algorithmic bias, digital surveillance 

tools, facial recognition systems, principles of 

proportionality and necessity. 
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NEW LABOUR CODES 

Context:  The article argues that India‘s new labour codes modernise outdated 

regulations, expand social security, streamline compliance, and create a more 

balanced framework benefiting both workers and employers. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 2: Labour reforms as part of governance and policy 

implementation; legislative consolidation of 29 laws into 

four labour codes; role of the state in shaping labour 

rights and employer obligations. 

• GS 3: Economic impacts—ease of doing business, 

employment generation, productivity gains, reduced 

regulatory burdens, and improved investment climate; 

social security expansion for gig/platform workers. 

• GS 4: Ethical dimensions—fair wages, job security, 

workplace safety, equitable protections for vulnerable 

workers, and balancing employer flexibility with worker 

dignity. 

• Prelims: Four Labour Codes (Wages, Industrial 

Relations, Social Security, OSH), key provisions like 

fixed-term employment, universal minimum wage 

framework, gig worker inclusion, and the codification of 

compliance mechanisms. 



MAINS PYQs 

CSE - 2024 

Discuss the merits and demerits of the four Labour Codes' in the context of 

labour market reforms in India. What has been the progress so far in this 

regard? (Answer in 250 words) 
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