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NON SCHEDULED DRUGS AND ITS PRICES 

Context: A Parliamentary panel has asked the NPPA to frame a policy to curb 

excessive pricing of non-scheduled drugs, as profit margins remain 

unregulated and often exorbitant. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Impact of rising medicine prices on 

vulnerable populations, socio-economic 

implications for health access. 

• GS 2: Government regulation of pharmaceuticals, 

statutory bodies (NPPA), health governance, policy 

oversight by Parliamentary committees. 

• GS 3: Pricing mechanisms, market failures, 

regulation of essential commodities, inflation and 

WPI linkages, supply-chain margins, public health 

economics. 

• GS 4: Ethical pricing, corporate responsibility, 

fairness in public health markets, duty of the state 

to ensure affordable medicines. 

• Prelims: Drug Price Control Order, NPPA functions, 

scheduled vs non-scheduled drugs, MRP norms, 

GST basics, essential medicines list. 
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RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS 

Context: The article argues that although the RPwD Act recognises 21 

disabilities, rights and entitlements remain uneven, leaving many conditions—

like haemophilia—excluded from key benefits despite legal recognition. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Social justice for vulnerable groups, societal barriers to inclusion, demographics of disability in India. 

• GS 2: Welfare legislation, rights-based frameworks, government schemes for persons with disabilities, judicial 

review, affirmative action policies. 

• GS 3: Public health implications of chronic conditions, disability measurement frameworks, socio-economic 

impact of mobility limitations. 

• GS 4: Ethical inclusion, equity versus equality, fairness in state entitlements, dignity and rights of 

marginalised populations. 

• Prelims: RPwD Act 2016 provisions, definition of benchmark disability, categories of disabilities, 

constitutional provisions for vulnerable groups, Supreme Court jurisdiction. 



PRELIMS PYQs  

RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS 

CSE – 2011 

India is home to lakhs of persons with disabilities. What are the benefits 

available to them under the law? 

1. Free schooling till the age of 18 years in government-run schools. 

2. Preferential allotment of land for setting up a business. 

3. Ramps in Public building. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer: d 
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RUSSIA-INDIA 

Context: The article argues that India should convert its long-standing goodwill with 

Russia into strategic, diplomatic, and economic gains as Moscow becomes increasingly 

dependent on partners amid geopolitical shifts. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Geopolitical changes in Eurasia, world 

history influences on contemporary alignments, 

regional power dynamics. 

• GS 2: India’s foreign policy, strategic autonomy, 

bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, changing 

global order, impact of Russia–Ukraine conflict 

on India’s interests. 

• GS 3: Energy security, defence procurement 

diversification, economic cooperation, technology 

transfers, sanctions and global markets. 

• GS 4: Realpolitik, national interest versus 

ideological positions, ethical dimensions in 

foreign policy decision-making. 

• Prelims: India–Russia relations basics, key 

defence agreements, geopolitics of Eurasia, 

major international groupings (BRICS, SCO), 

global power shifts, foreign policy doctrines. 



MAINS PYQs  

CSE 2020 

What is the significance of Indo-US defence deals over Indo-Russian defence deals? Discuss with 

reference to stability in the Indo-Pacific region. (Answer in 250 words) 

RUSSIA-INDIA 
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COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE 

Context: The article explains how the revived Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) is 

emerging as a practical framework for maritime security cooperation among India and 

Indian Ocean island states against evolving regional threats. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Geopolitical significance of the Indian Ocean, 

strategic maritime routes, regional political dynamics. 

• GS 2: India’s neighbourhood policy, regional 

cooperation mechanisms, maritime diplomacy, 

multilateral security frameworks. 

• GS 3: Maritime security challenges, coastal 

surveillance, counter-terrorism cooperation, emerging 

naval threats, technological capacity-building. 

• GS 4: Cooperative security ethics, shared 

responsibility, trust-building, and strategic 

transparency among maritime neighbours. 

• Prelims: Indian Ocean geography, maritime security 

terms, regional groupings (CSC, IORA), SAGAR 

doctrine, coastal security architecture, role of National 

Security Advisor. 



PRELIMS PYQs  

COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE 

CSE 2022 

Consider the following: 

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

2. Missile Technology Control Regime 

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

India is a member of which of the above? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer: (d) 



MAINS PYQs  

CSE 2022 

‘India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka.’ Discuss India's role in the recent crisis in Sri Lanka in the 

light of the preceding statement. 

COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE 

CSE 2021 

The new tri-nation partnership AUKUS is aimed at countering China’s ambitions in the Indo-

Pacific region. Is it going to supersede the existing partnerships in the region? Discuss the 

strength and impact of AUKUS in the present scenario. 

CSE 2025 

Why is maritime security vital to protect India's sea trade? Discuss maritime and coastal security 

challenges and the way forward.  
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Context: The article critiques India’s evolving data governance regime, arguing that 

despite new laws, citizens increasingly live in a ‘fishbowl society’ where privacy is 

fragile amid expanding state and corporate surveillance. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Impact of surveillance and digital technologies on 

society, changing state–citizen relations in the information age. 

• GS 2: Right to Privacy jurisprudence (Puttaswamy), data 

protection laws, state surveillance, accountability mechanisms, 

governance of digital public infrastructure. 

• GS 3: Cyber-security threats, digital economy regulation, AI 

and algorithmic governance, data flows and storage, 

technological vulnerabilities. 

• GS 4: Ethics of privacy, autonomy, informed consent, 

balancing security and liberty, responsible state and corporate 

behaviour. 

• Prelims: Fundamental Rights (Right to Privacy), DPDP Act 

2023 basics, IT Act provisions, cyber-security concepts, data 

protection terminology. 

PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL SOCIETY 



PRELIMS PYQs  

CSE 2018 

Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life and Personal 

liberty. Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and 

appropriately imply the above statement? 

a. Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to the 

Constitution. 

b. Article 17 and the DPSP in Part IV 

c. Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part III 

d. Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment to the 

Constitution 

 

Answer: c 

PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL SOCIETY 



MAINS PYQs  

CSE 2017 

Examine the scope of Fundamental Rights in the light of the latest judgement of the Supreme 

Court on Right to Privacy.  

CSE 2024 

Right to Privacy is intrinsic to life and liberty and is inherently protected under Article 21 of the 

constitution. Explain. In this reference discuss the law relating to DNA testing of Child in the 

womb to establish its paternity. (Answer in 250 words) 

PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL SOCIETY 
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DIGITISATION OF SIR 

Context: The article argues that the Election Commission’s Special Intensive Revision 

(SIR) of electoral rolls must be fully digitised because reliance on outdated, manual 

processes threatens voter inclusion and electoral integrity. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Democratic participation, social inclusion in electoral 

processes, impact of administrative inefficiencies on 

vulnerable groups. 

• GS 2: Electoral reforms, ECI powers and limitations, 

governance of elections, use of ICT in public administration, 

issues of exclusion and duplication in voter rolls. 

• GS 3: Digital infrastructure, data management, 

cybersecurity for electoral systems, technological solutions 

for public service delivery. 

• GS 4: Integrity of democratic institutions, fairness, 

transparency, accountability in electoral processes, ethical 

duty to ensure universal enfranchisement. 

• Prelims: Election Commission of India functions, electoral 

rolls, SIR process, voter registration rules, digital 

governance basics, constitutional provisions for elections. 
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MAINS TOPICS 

 

DELHI CAN STOP BLAMING FARM FIRES FOR ITS POLLUTION WOES  

FOR DEMOCRACY’S SAKE, AN INDEX FOR LEGISLATURES  



DELHI AIR POLLUTION AND BLAME ON 

FARMERS 

Context:  The article argues that despite a sharp fall in Punjab–Haryana stubble 

burning, Delhi’s pollution still peaked in 2025, proving that local emission sources—

not farm fires—are now the dominant drivers of its winter smog. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Urbanisation, environmental degradation, population 

pressures, regional geography, urban morphology. 

• GS 2: Inter-state coordination, governance mechanisms, 

environmental policy, regulatory institutions. 

• GS 3: Air pollution, climate and environmental 

sustainability, agriculture–environment linkages, 

technological and policy interventions. 

• GS 4: Environmental ethics, responsibility of stakeholders, 

accountability in public policy. 

• Prelims: Air pollutants and their types, AQI standards, 

particulate matter (PM₂.₅ and PM₁₀) characteristics, 

pollution sources, agricultural residue burning, 

environmental institutions (CPCB, SPCBs), basic climate 

and atmospheric concepts. 



MAINS PYQs 

CSE - 2015  

Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata are the three Mega cities of the country but the air 

pollution is much more serious problem in Delhi as compared to the other two. 

Why is this so? (Answer in 200 words) 

DELHI AIR POLLUTION AND BLAME ON 

FARMERS 
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INDEX FOR LEGISLATURES 

Context:  The article introduces the National Legislative Index (NLI), a new annual 

system to benchmark the productivity, transparency, and innovation of India’s State 

Legislatures. 

Syllabus Integration: 
• GS 1: Role of institutions in societal change, evolution of 

political culture, regional governance structures. 

• GS 2: State legislatures, accountability mechanisms, 

transparency, inter-state comparisons, parliamentary 

reforms, e-governance in legislatures, cooperative 

federalism. 

• GS 3: Governance reforms, institutional innovation, data-

driven policymaking, technology adoption in public 

institutions. 

• GS 4: Ethical governance, public accountability, 

institutional integrity, professionalism in legislative 

conduct. 

• Prelims - Parliamentary and State Legislature basics, 

legislative procedures, committees, RTI framework, good 

governance concepts, federal institutions. 
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