N
NEXT
11A|S

NEXT IAS

DNA : DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS




NEXT IAS
/ MAINS TOPICS \

/ PRELIMS TOPICS \

Need policy to bring down non-
scheduled drug prices - IE, Page 6
For disabled, recognition doesn’t
always mean rights - [E, Page 11
Turn soft spot for Russia into
hard gains for Delhi - [E, Page 10
A template for security
cooperation in the Indian Ocean -
TH, Page 8

Privacy in a ‘fishbowl society’- TH,

farm fires for its
pollution woes — TH,
Page 9

 For democracy’s sake,
an index for

Page 9

- Why the SIR needs to be
_completely digitized - TH, Page 1

legislatures — IE, Page
10

* Delhi can stop blaming

J




NEXT IAS
/ PRELIMS TOPICS \

* NON-SCHEDULED DRUG PRICES

« RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS

« TURN SOFT SPOT FOR RUSSIA
INTO HARD GAINS FOR DELHI

« COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

« PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL
SOCIETY

\DIGITISATION OF SIR j




NON SCHEDULED DRUGS AND ITS PRICES

Context: A Parliamentary panel has asked the NPPA to frame a policy to curb
excessive pricing of non-scheduled drugs, as profit margins remain
unregulated and often exorbitant.

Syllabus Integration:

GS 1: Impact of rising medicine prices on
vulnerable populations, socio-economic
implications for health access.

GS 2: Government regulation of pharmaceuticals,
statutory bodies (NPPA), health governance, policy
oversight by Parliamentary committees.

GS 3: Pricing mechanisms, market failures,
regulation of essential commodities, inflation and
WPI linkages, supply-chain margins, public health
economics.

GS 4: Ethical pricing, corporate responsibility,
fairness in public health markets, duty of the state
to ensure affordable medicines.

Prelims: Drug Price Control Order, NPPA functions,
scheduled vs non-scheduled drugs, MRP norms,
GST basics, essential medicines list.

House panel: Need policy to bring
down non-scheduled drug prices

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, December 2
STATING THAT lack of govern-
ment regulatory control over
“non-scheduled drugs™ might
lead to widespread profi-
teering, a Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on chemicals
and fertilisers, which islooking
into the rising prices of medi-
cines, has asked the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals and
the Mational Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) to
come up with a policy to plug
the loophole at the earliest.
According to the comimit-
ree's report titled “Price rise of
medicines in the pharmaceuti-
cal sector impacting the lives of
ordinary citizens adversely™, the
department had informed the
panel they were working on a
trade margin rationalisation pol-
icy. earlier used for very select
drugs in case of health emerg-
encies, and for a limited period.
As per the report, the allergy
medicine Cetrizine manufa-
ctured by a multinational
pharma company which carried
an MREP of Rs 2106 reaches the
stockists at Rs 2, making the
markup933%:; Pentoprazole, an
acidiry drug, with an MREP of Rs
102, reaches the stockists at Rs
10, making the markup 920%.
The committee also exam-
ined the price 1o stockist vs the
MRP for several drugs used
cormmonly and found margins
were as high as 600%, 1200%,
and 1800%, the report said. The
committee also pointed out that
the price to stockists remains
undisclosed tothe people.

E EXPLAINED

Link GST to actual
MRP, say experts

Industry experts expressed
doubts asto how regulator
NPPA could fix initial pric-
ing for different formulat-
ions. They said it would be
easier to fix proportion of
markup allowed at different
stages of manufacture and
supply. Linking GST to ac-
tual MRP instead of prices
wholesalers, stockists or re-
tailers pay might help prune
prices, since companies
would restrain from leaving
ahuge margin, they said.

A trade margin rationalisa-
tion policy usually fixes the
margin of profit for manufac-
turers and the supply chain on
specific products.

The government has al-
ready used this to regulate the

prices of 42 formulations of

anti-cancer medicines, bring-
ing down the prices of nearly
500 brands of medicines by

50%, accruing savings of

around Bs 984 crore topatients.

Trade margin of oxygen
concentrators, pulse oximeters,
blood pressure monitoring ma-
chines, among others was
capped in 2021 during the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The committee, according
to the report, said it has been
five years since the pilot trade
margin policy and a new policy

should be introduced at the ear-
liest. *The Committee, there-
fore, desires that the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals in
consultation with NFPA should
come forward for a policy re-
view inthe matter at the earliest
s0 that medicines are available
to the ordinary citizens at af-
fordable prices,” the report said.

At present, the mechanisms
used to control the drug prices
include the Drug (Prices Con-
trol) Order 2003, which allows
the NPPA toset the ceiling price
for scheduled drugs—those
listed in the essential medicine
list by experts. This list is up-
dated from time to time by an
expert committee,

The ceiling prices are revised
every year based on WPL How-
ever, many companies choose
not to hike prices. Whenit comes
to drugs not on the list of essen-
tial medicines, there is a 10%
limit onannual increase. The de-
partment informed the commit-
tee, as pet its report, that over the
five-year period between April
2020 and March 2025, the price
ofthese non-scheduled drugsin-
creased only by 5.6% on average
each year, broadly in line with
the WPI and less than the per-
missiblelimit. However, thereis
no way for NPPA to fix initial
price of the drug,

This, the panel said, as perits
report, creates a loophole as the
NEPA cannot control trade man-
gins on non-scheduled drugs,
allowing companies to launch
their products at whatever
prices, even when huge mark-
ups may beevident. FULLREPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Parliamentary Standing

Committee
WTN
SR (WHAT’S THE
5 ommittee has aske
Department of Pharmaceutticals NEWS)
and NPPA to frame policy to

control prices of non-scheduled
drugs, warning lack of regulation
is leading to profiteering and
affecting patients.



NON SCHEDULED DRUGS AND ITS PRICES ]




| NON SCHEDULED DRUGS AND ITS PRICES |

BACKGROUND
AND CONTEXT

Non-scheduled

Scheduled _
Drugs Drugs
Scheduled drugs Non-scheduled drugs

are those listed in are outside this list
the National List and only have a
of Essential Medicines restriction of a

(NLEM) and are maximum 10% price
subject to price caps hike annually, but no
under the Drug control over the initial
(Prices Control) Order price or trade
- DPCO, 2013 margins.
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BACKGROUND
AND CONTEXT

Parliamentary Standing Committee

onh Chemicals and Fertilisers

is examining the issue of rising drug
prices, especially those not covered
under direct price controls
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SCHEDULED DRUGS

B These are drugs listed in the
National List of Essential Medicines
(NLEM).

Prices of scheduled drugs are
regulated under the Drug (Prices Examples:

Control) Order, 2013. Paracetamol,
insulin,

The NPPA (National Pharmaceutical antibiotics,
Pricing Authority) fixes the ceiling anti-TB drugs,
price for these medicines. anti-HIV drugs, etc.

¥ Manufacturers cannot sell above
the ceiling price + applicable GST.

Any revision is based on
Wholesale Price Index (WPI).
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NON-SCHEDULED
DRUGS

o These are drugs not listed in the NLEM.

e Their prices are not controlled, but they
are allowed to increase prices only

by 10 % annually

e No restriction on the initial launch price

e Trade margins (from manufacturer to
retailer) are not regulated, often leading
to exorbitant markups

¢ Examples: Many branded generics for
lifestyle diseases (acidity, allergy,
painkillers, etc.), newer formulations
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1. High Trade Margins 2. Non-transparency in Pricing
Huge difference between manufacturer ..
price and MRP due to unregulated trade Public is unaware of real cost vs, charged
margins. ;
. price
Example from report: Cetirizine MRP%21.06 .
= Stockibepiies s2 s aIdIn No disclosure norms for prices to
e U Sl stockists/distributors
DRUG PRICING IN INDIA

3. Initial Launch Price of 2 S
Non-Scheduled Drugs 4. Ineffective Monitoring

Companies launch drugs at arbitrary high Weak meChanlsms to track price trends
prices. in real time

NPPA has no authority to cap initial price Lack of data integration between NPPA,
— significant policy gap hospitals, e-pharmacies, and manufacturers
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COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS

Formulate a comprehensive policy for Review stent pricing, noting a 44 %
price regulation of non-scheduled increase in bare-metal stents and 29%
drugs, not just during health emergencies in drug-eluting stents (2017-2024)

Trade Margin Rationalisation (TMR) has

, , Establish a real-time data collection

been there for five years and a new policy hanicm for.d :

should be introduced at the earliest., IISEREL I Lelf rug‘p”ces EEIDSS )

beyond the pilot done for cancer drugs manufacturers, distributors, and hojpitals
Link GST with actual MRP rather than Strict monitoring of online cancer drug

price at wholesale/retail level to

sellers to ensure authenticity and curb
indirectly control MRP inflation

counterfeit or substandard drugs
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CHALLENGES IDENTIFIED

NPPA cannot fix initial
launch price of non-
scheduled drugs.

Lack of legal power to cap
trade margins across the
supply chain for such drugs.

Rising hospital
infrastructure costs cited
by industry as justification
for high cancer drug prices,
but committee criticizes
this as biased due to
industry lobbying.



RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS

Context: The article argues that although the RPwD Act recognises 21

disabilities, rights and entitlements remain uneven, leaving many conditions—
like haemophilia—excluded from key benefits despite legal recognition.

INIPUN MALHOTRA AND
HARSHITA KUMARI

RECENTLY, THE Supreme Court issued a
notice to the central government on a peti-
tion seeking the explicit inclusion of hae-
mophilia under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPwWD Act). The peti-
tioners argued that haemophilia results in
serious mebility limitations and recurrent
hospitalisations, yet individuals with hae-
mophilia continue tobe denied reservation
benefits, educational support, and welfare
entitlements available to other recognised
disabilities. Observing that “the objective of
the RPwD Act is inclusion, not exclusion”,

For disabled. recognition doesn't always meanrights

the Bench emphasised that the rightsof per-
sons with long-term health conditions must
begrounded insocial justice and equality.
At first glance, this appears contradic-
tory: Haemophilia, thalassaemia, and sickle
cell disease are already among the Act’s 21
disabilities; theirexclusion exposesenduring
implementation gaps. This reflectsabroader
tensioninIndia’s disability law: Although the
RPwD Act expanded recognition of disabil-
ities from seven to 21, this has not translated
into corresponding entitlements, leaving
many newly recognised conditions outside
thebenefitsthe law was meant toguarantee.
The RPwD Act marked three key shifts:
It shifted from a narrow, medicalised fram-
ing of disability to a socio-medical model
that recognises how social barriers restrict
patrticipation; it expanded legal protection
to 21 disabilities, and it adopted a rights-

based framework replacing welfare-oriented
language with enforceable guarantees of
equality, digniry, and full participation.
‘While the Act guarantees equality. non-
discrimination, community living, protec-
tion from violence, inclusive education, vot-
ing access, and access to justice, the
difference emerges in entitlements. These
apply only to persons with benchmark dis-
abilities (40 per cent or more of a disability),

While the RPwD Act guarantees
equality, non-discrimination,
inclusive education, voting access,
and access to justice,
the difference emerges
inentitlements

who get five per cent reservation in higher
education, four per cent in government jobs,
and free schooling between ages six and 18.
Notably, the reservation in jobs applies
only tofive categories: Blindnessand low vi-
sion; deafness and hardness of hearing; loco-
motor disabilities, including cerebral palsy,
leprosy-cured persons, dwarfism, acid attack
survivors, and muscular dystrophy; autism,
intellectual disability, specific learning dis-
ability, and mentalillness; and multiple dis-
abilities arising from these categories. This
narrow design, embedded in the Act and
replicated across recruitment systems such
as the UPSC, means many with legally rec-
ognised disabilities, including those who
meet the benchmark threshold, remain ex-
cluded from affirmative action.
Acloserlook revealsthree structural con-
cerns: First, “visible” or traditionally recog-

nised disabilities are prioritised. Second, the
reservationsystem still reflects theseven cat-
egories from the 1995 Act, undermining the
2016 law's broader intent. Third, this creates
a structural double whammy: Those ex-
cluded from reservation are often simulta-
neously screened out of employment as
“medically unfit”, leaving themwith neither
afairchance nor affirmative action recourse.

‘What this case brings to the foreis not an
isolated omission but a design flaw. Legal
recognition does notautomatically translate
into enforceable inclusion. A favourablerul-
ing could help ensure that the RPwD Act’s
promise of rights becomes meaningful in-
clusion for all disabilities.

Maihatra is founder, Nipman Foundation and
director, The Quantum Hub.
Kumari is analyst, The Quantum Hub

* Prelims:

Syllabus Integration:

* GS 1: Social justice for vulnerable groups, societal barriers to inclusion, demographics of disability in India.

+ GS 2: Welfare legislation, rights-based frameworks, government schemes for persons with disabilities, judicial
review, affirmative action policies.

* GS 3: Public health implications of chronic conditions, disability measurement frameworks, socio-economic
impact of mobility limitations.

* GS 4: Ethical inclusion, equity versus equality, fairness in state entitlements, dignity and rights of
marginalised populations.

RPwD Act 2016 provisions,

definition of benchmark disability,
constitutional provisions for vulnerable groups, Supreme Court jurisdiction.

categories of disabilities,
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PRELIMS PYQs

CSE - 2011

India is home to lakhs of persons with disabilities. What are the benefits
available to them under the law?

1. Free schooling till the age of 18 years in government-run schools.

2. Preferential allotment of land for setting up a business.

3. Ramps in Public building.

Which of the above statements are correct?

a. 1 only

b. 2 and 3 only
c. 1and 3 only
d. 1,2and 3

Answer: d




RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS

SUPREME
COURT

4% HASISSUED WTN
TO THEAL (WHAT'S THE
GOVERNMENT NEWS)

on a petition seeking explicit
inclusion of haemophilia under
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016,
especially for job

reservation benefits
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

SC NOTICE TO CENTRE

Supreme Court issued a notice on
a PIL demanding inclusion of
haemophilia under the actionable
sections of the RPwD Act, 2016

CONTRADICTION IN LAW

AND PRACTICE

Although haemophilia is included
among the 21 disabilities under
the RPwD Act, many individuals
with it are not entitled to
reservation benefits
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Evolution of Disability Law:
From 1995 to 2016

India’s disability regime has evolved through|
two main statutes:

Persons with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities, Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act, 1995 (PwD Act)

e Recognised only 7 disabilities

e Strongly medicalised -disabliity viewed as an
individual defect to be compensated
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Evolution of Disability Law:
From 1995 to 2016

India’s disability regime has evolved through

two main statutes:

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016 (RPwD Act)

Enacted to align domestic law with the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD)

e Brought tnree major shifts:

e From a purely medical model to a socio-medical
model, acknowledging that social and physical
barriers restrict participation

e Expanded the Schedule of disabilities from 7 to 21,
explicitly including blood disorders such as
haemophilia, thalassaemia and sickle cell disease

e Adopted arights-based framework, guaranteeing
equality, dignity, community living, non-
discrimination, inclusive education, and access
to justice
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IMPLEMENTATION GAPS

FROM 1995 TO 2016:
SHIFT FROM 7 TO 21
RECOGNISED DISABILITIES

HOWEVER,
RESERVATIONS AND
ENTITLEMENTS ARE
STILL LARGELY
CONFINED TO THE
ORIGINAL 7
CATEGORIES FROM
THE 1995 ACT
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BENCHMARK RESERVATI;)N
BENEFIT
DISABILITIES | O |-t

(240% DISABILITY) AND EMPLOYMENT)

Even among benchmark disabilities,
only 5 broad categories get
reservation benefits

DESIGN FLAW

IN POLICY

The RPwD Act adopted a socio-medical model
and a rights-based framework, but practical
entitlements are only granted to ‘benchmark
disabilities’ (240% disability).
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Limited Reservations
in UPSC and Govt Jobs
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RUSSIA-INDIA

Context: The article argues that India should convert its long-standing goodwill with
Russia into strategic, diplomatic, and economic gains as Moscow becomes increasingly
dependent on partners amid geopolitical shifts.

Turn soft spotfor Russia
into hard gains for Delhi

RESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin's
wisit to s this wieek — hisfirst
in four years — comes in the
midst of intensifying peace ef-
fortsinUkraine. [toflers Delhian
opportunity to reinvent the relationshipwith
Russia that is much-valued but performs
wiell bebow potential and is rather skewed.

Diesspite Delhi's dual celebrationof Mos
oow as India's“best [riend forever”, the real
ity 15 less Nattering, Indo-Fussian tes have
been reduced toa thin groel over the years.
Tis narmow government-to-government in
terface has little traction among India's new
elitesorits dynamic private sector. The Rus
sian presence in Indian public life is a fint
echoof the Sovict past. In Moscow too, India
remaing marginal to the Russian elites pre
ooecupied with America, Europe, and China,
I the relationship has endured, it is thanks
largely to Putin's personal commitment
rather than a structural Risssian interest.

Putin’s visitisachance o break out ol this
drift. Bul reinvigoration cannaot be built on
the fumiliar menuof defence sales — S-400s
and 5-500s, 5u-575, oryet another nuclear re
actor = nor on the short-term bonaniza of
discounted oil. A durable transformation
requiresbuilding a substantive commercial,
technological, and scientific partnership.
Without an econemic foundation, Delhi's
lofty rhetoric about promoting “multipolar
ity ™ with Moscow will ring hollow.,

The numbers underline the challenge.
Indiaexports barely 35 billion a year to Rus
sia lcompere this with its 811 bn exports to
Bangladesh). There is much room for
prowth. Russia s a 52.5 trillion economy, If
peace breaks out and Moscow reconnects
with Europe and the US, the Russianecon
omy could see major cxpansion — and
Ukraine will inevitably require large-scale

reconstruction. India must position itselfoo
participate in bath.

That Delhimust do this while Russia re
mains locked in conflict with India’s prin
cipal economic partners = the US and Eu
rope — isunfortunate, But having ignored
economic ties for so long, India has little
time to waste.

Thereare, however, reasons for cautious
optimism. Nearly fouryears into the Ulkraine
war, itisevident that the West cannot defeat
Rurssiaat its own borders. President Volody.
myr Zelenskyy's shift from demanding a
“just peace” toa “dignified peace” reflects
Eyiv'sweakening hand and the inevitability
ol Western concessions, 1L s only aquestion
ofwhen and how much.

Al the same lime, pragmatic voices in
Muosoow recognise that a permanent con
frontation with the West is unsustainable.
Contrary to much of Indian commentary,
Russia secks accommodation with the col
lective West, wants an honourable place at
the G8, and a decisive voice inshaping the
Eumpean arder.

Ahigh-powered American delegation is
in Moscow (o push forward a peace settle
ment Alter consultations with Ze
lenskyy's adv . President Don
ald Trump's envoys = real estate

law Jared Kushner — landed in
Muoscow this week to attempt a
comprebensive deal. Prime Min
ister Marendra Modi should receive
a first-hand sccount of these ne
gotiations from Putin.

Deelhi has every interest ina
stable peace in Ukraine. The war
has severely stressed India’s doc
trine of multi-alignment. The idea
that Delhi could maintain strong

dramatic surge in oil
triggered irritation in the West.
President Joe Biden resisted rope  has  avoided punitive
turning India’s Russia ties into
abreaking point inthe

£

RAJA
MANDALA
By C Raga
MoHanN

Delhi’s reluctance to condemn
mogul Steve Witkoff and son-in Rus.

expanding US-India

partnership. Trumptook the

opposite approach

and its
imports

ties with all the major powers collided with
PRussia’s confromtation with the West andits
consequences for India's commercial ties
with the US and Europe. Worse, the war
tightened Russia's dependence on China, the
rising power with which India has multiple
disputes. Only a Russian accommodation
with the West can loosen this unfavourable
external environment that India faces,
Delhi's reluctance to condemn Russia's
immvasion and its dramaticsurge in oil imports
triggered widespread irmitation in the West.
President.Joe Biden resisted turming India's
Pussia ties into a breaking point in the ex
panding US-India pantnership. Trumptook
the opposite approach — imposing an addi
tiomal 25 per cent tariff on Indian exports, cit
ing India’s large purchases of Russian oil,
Iti=not that Trump is more anti-Fussia
than Biden. On the contrary, Trump is ar.
euably the most pro-Russian US president
since World War IL While penalising India
Tor buying Russian oil, Trump is cager to
open USacoessto Russian hydrocarbons and
minerals. American and European media re
ports suggest that Trumpspeacediplomacy
is intertwined with ambitions to cultivate
a
al cure privileged access to
Ukraine’s natural nCes,
Europe, Indias most impor
tant partner after the US, has also
been unsettled by Delhi's stance
on Ukraine. Unlike Trump, Eu

measures against Delhi. As India
seeks deeper links with Europe, it
would prefer tosee peace between
Europe and Russia. Putin's visit
gives Delhi an opportunity to re
affirm its support for reconeili
ation in the old continent.

Europe has beenjolted by Trump's com
merzpolitik, awakening to a Washington
maore interested in cutting deals with Mos-
cow than defending its allies. The war has
ruptured the natural eeconomic interdepen:
dence between Europe and Russie. Trump
could well sideline Europe in Ukraine's
economicdevelopment.

Europe faoes two anxieties: The threat
from Russia and the fear of abandonment
by America. It dislikes a peace dictated by
Trump and Putin. Europe’s long-term
quest for strategic autonormy, then, requines
both deterrence and a direct engagement
with Moscow tobuikd & new regional secur:
ity architecture,

In many ways, the difficult negotiations
owver Ukraine open the door to a potential
restructuring of relations among the US,
Furope, and Russia. India must navigate
this flux by strengthening ties with all
three. What looked impossible in 2022 now
appears plausible. But Delhi must first cor
rect the distortion in its Russia policy. A
partnership built overwhelmingly on de
fence and nuclear cooperation must
broaden to include trade, technology, and
scientific collaboration.

Aquartercentury agn, when Putin made
his first visit to India as president in 2000,
he sought to end Russia’s post-Soviet ne:
glect of India. Thal opportunity was
missed by both sides. This week offersa
fresh chance for Modi and Putin to put
the relationship on a stronger, more
muodern footing.

The writer is cantributing editoron
international affairs for The Indian Express.
He s a distingenshed professor at the
Motwani-iadefa Institute of American Studies,
Jindal Globa! University, Defhi

Syllabus Integration:
GS 1: Geopolitical changes in Eurasia, world
history influences on contemporary alignments,
regional power dynamics.
GS 2: India’s foreign policy, strategic autonomy,
bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, changing
global order, impact of Russia—Ukraine conflict
on India’s interests.
GS 3: Energy security, defence procurement
diversification, economic cooperation, technology
transfers, sanctions and global markets.
GS 4: Realpolitik, national interest versus
ideological positions, ethical dimensions in
foreign policy decision-making.
Prelims: India—Russia relations basics, key
defence agreements, geopolitics of Eurasia,
major international groupings (BRICS, SCO),
global power shifts, foreign policy doctrines.
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MAINS PYQs

CSE 2020
What is the significance of Indo-US defence deals over Indo-Russian defence deals? Discuss with
reference to stability in the Indo-Pacific region. (Answer in 250 words)




RUSSIA-INDIA

Vladimir Putin’s visit to India is
seen as a chance for New Delhi

to convert its long-standing
political goodwill with Russia

into concrete economic and
strategic gains, especially in trade
and reconstruction opportunities
linked to the Ukraine conflict.

WTN
(WHAT’S THE
NEWS)
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NET MIVALIVMN ]
Stagnant Relations 4 Defence Dependency
I.nd.o-Russian ties have narrowed to a ~ The partnership still revolves heavily
limited government-to-government 1 around defence items like $-400s, Su-57

relationship, lacking broader economic
or civil society engagement.

Putin’s Role Weak Trade
India exports only $5 billion to Russia

The continuity of the relationship owes ,
much to Putin's personal commitment annually, far less th‘:"rf Its expor‘ts £ ,
rather than deep institutional or Bangladesh (-$11 billion), despite Russia

economic integration being a $2,5 trillion economy

jets, and nuclear reactors
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INDIA’S STRATEGIC
DILEMMAS

IMPACT OF UKRAINE WAR

India’s multi-alignment doctrine has been
India’s increased imports of discounted tested due to the Rus.SIa-WeSt conﬂ.wt; the.
Western partners, especially the US ad Europe complicates India’s strategic calculus

PEACE DIPLOMACY
High-level US delegations in Moscow (e.g.
Jared Kushner) are trying to broker a

settlement; Delhi must stay informed
and agile

OIL IMPORTS & WEST’S
REACTION

EUROPEAN CONCERNS

Europe fears being sidelined by a Trump-

Putin peace deal; Delhi must engage with
Europe’s need for strategic autonomy and
stability
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INDIA-RUSSIA
RELATIONS
| " v
India—Russia € Isrl:'filsi::: f,l:}th
Defence Deals Major Countries

(S-400, BrahMos, o
Su-30MKI) e @ ‘

Key Events in
Russia-Ukraine
Conflict
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India-Russia Ties - IOhIEaiEACKYTOND

= USSR was India’s
principal defence
partner

Background & Current Status

Strong cooperation
in space (e.g.,
Rakesh Sharma's
mission), industry

Soviet Era and heavy
(1950s-1980s) infrastructure

Political alignment during

£ the Cold War (e.g., 1971
Treaty of Peace, Friendship

and Cooperation)

Post-Soviet
Transition (1990s)

Relations weakened due
0 to Russia’s internal turmoil

and India’s economic liberalization,
leading to diversification of partners
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MODERN ERA

&«/ 7T \QJ MULTILATERAL
\\l‘ ., ‘y COOPERATION
w Common platforms: BRICS, SCO,

Eurasian Economic Union, INSTC
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CURRENT
CHALLENGES

Trade Imbalance:
Russia’s exports (mainly
crude olil, fertilisers) far
outweigh India’s exports.

Limited
Private
Sector
Engagement:

Few Indian companies
have a footprint in Russia

Russia-China Axis:
Closer Moscow-Beijing ties
worry New Delhi

amid LAC tensions

e

US Pressure &
CAATSA Threats:

Strategic choices
becoming more
complex

OPPORTUNITIES

Participationin
Ukraine’s

reconstruction
(if peace prevails)

Investment in
Arctic energy,
defence R&D,

technology collaboration,
and digital infrastructure

Rebalancing ties
to reduce
overdependence
on either the US
or Russia




COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

Context: The article explains how the revived Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) is
emerging as a practical framework for maritime security cooperation among India and
Indian Ocean island states against evolving regional threats.

A template for security cooperation in the Indian Ocean

n November 20, 2025, India hosted the
0 7th National Security Advisor-level

summit of the Colombo Security
Conclave (CSC). India’s National Security Adviser,
Ajit Doval, hosted his counterparts from other
member-countries, Sri Lanka, the Maldives,
Mauritius and Bangladesh, while counterparts
from Seychelles and Malaysia were observer state
and guest, respectively. The CSC has sought to
position itself as a critical forum to promote and
foster cooperation in the domain of security in
the Indian Ocean region.

Initiated as a trilateral grouping between India,
Sri Lanka and Maldives in 2011, the group lost
steam in light of the political transition in the
Maldives and Sri Lanka, and lack of convergence
among the member-states to identify priorities in
security cooperation in the Indian Ocean. The
group reconvened its engagement under the aegis
of the CSC in 2020, a proposed framework to
further cooperation in maritime security,
counter-terrorism, trafficking and organised
crime and cybersecurity. Since then, the group
has remained steady in not just maintaining
momentum among its member-states but also
inducting countries. In 2022, Mauritius joined as
a full member, while in 2024, the group saw the
admission of Bangladesh.

A region witnessing shifts

For India, the summit, in 2025, comes at a pivotal
moment. Frameworks of cooperation in the
maritime domain, in the broader Indo-Pacific,
and indeed in the Indian Ocean appear to be
undergoing a crucial shift. Given the focus of the
CSC on non-traditional issues of maritime
security, it is vital to bolster cooperation in
mitigating the looming challenges. While the
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There are
encouraging
signs that
member-country
engagement is
deepening in
the Colombo
Security
Conclave, but
challenges
remain

Indian Ocean maritime security architecture
remains fragmented due to the lack of any
singular institutional framework, groups such as
the CSC must remain committed to enhancing
cooperation in this regard.

The issue of development

Importantly, for the wider Indian Ocean littoral
world, and especially the members of the CSC,

maritime security challenges are often coupled
with their developmental priorities.

Given the extent of dependency these
countries have on the oceans for their economic
progress, securing challenges emanating from the
maritime domain is crucial. In many ways,
maritime security challenges are deeply
intertwined with the lives and livelihoods of not
just the littoral communities in these countries
but also appear to unlock new opportunities for
their national economies in today’s era of
sea-borne globalisation.

This year’s summit has been crucial in many
ways. First, the group saw further expansion by
way of accession of Seychelles as a full-member
into the forum. This signals a deep commitment
among countries in the region to harness
cooperation within the mandate of the CSC.
Second, for India, the CSC also marks a new step
in further deepening engagement with its
maritime neighbours, amidst an increasingly
volatile geopolitical and security shift that
appears to be underway in the region in lieu of
China’s growing presence and influence.

Third, the summit further underscores the
growing vitality of the security dimension in
enhancing cooperation to boost regional
cooperation in the Indian Ocean.

Fourth, the inclusion of Malaysia in this year’s

summit as a guest participant may pave the way
for further expansion of the group.

Viewing the China factor

However, as the CSC envisages its expansion and
broadening the contours of its agenda, some key
challenges appear to be looming. First, for India,
a key maritime security priority is anchored in
the nature and extent of the Chinese presence in
the Indian Ocean. On the other hand, the other
member countries of the CSC appear to not view
the Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean as a
major security challenge given their dependence
on Beijing as a key developmental partner.
Therefore, a careful balance needs to be achieved
by India to address the question of growing
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean.

Second, the CSC must direct efforts to
strengthen an institutional framework. At
present, the group operates at a National Security
Adviser-level structure. With growing synergies
among its member-countries, the group must
seek to institutionalise cooperation such that it
remains consistent in aligning policies with
actionable pathways of cooperation.

Third, domestic uncertainties in countries
such as Bangladesh, and the ensuing impact on
how Dhaka continues to engage with [ndia and
the other member-countries may run the risk of
uncertainty over the group’s resilience.

Given this context, the CSC has made
significant advances in heralding a new
framework of cooperation in a region that suffers
from a deep lack of cohesion and convergence
among countries on issues of security. Efforts to
imagine the way ahead must remain anchored in
the need to foster institutional resilience and
cohesion among its member-countries.

Syllabus Integration:

GS 1: Geopolitical significance of the Indian Ocean,
strategic maritime routes, regional political dynamics.

GS 2: India’s neighbourhood policy, regional
cooperation  mechanisms, maritime diplomacy,
multilateral security frameworks.

GS 3: Maritime security challenges, coastal

surveillance, counter-terrorism cooperation, emerging
naval threats, technological capacity-building.
GS 4: Cooperative security ethics,
responsibility, trust-building, and
transparency among maritime neighbours.
Prelims: Indian Ocean geography, maritime security
terms, regional groupings (CSC, IORA), SAGAR
doctrine, coastal security architecture, role of National
Security Advisor.

shared
strategic
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PRELIMS PYQs

CSE 2022

Consider the following:

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

2. Missile Technology Control Regime

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
India is a member of which of the above?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)




COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

MAINS PYQs

CSE 2025
Why is maritime security vital to protect India's sea trade? Discuss maritime and coastal security
challenges and the way forward.

CSE 2022
‘India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka.’ Discuss India's role in the recent crisis in Sri Lanka in the
light of the preceding statement.

CSE 2021

The new tri-nation partnership AUKUS is aimed at countering China’s ambitions in the Indo-
Pacific region. Is it going to supersede the existing partnerships in the region? Discuss the
strength and impact of AUKUS in the present scenario.
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7TH NATIONAL SECURITY

ADVISER-LEVEL MEETING

COLOMBO SECURITY WTN

CONCLAVE (WHAT’S THE
held in New Delhi NEWS)

2o0Nov | on 20 November 2025,
2025 hosted by India’s NSA

Ajit Doval and attended

by member states from

the Indian Ocean region
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

_ Summit Host
\ India's NSA Ajit Doval
. chaired the Chennai
' Security Conclave meeting
with NSAs from Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Mauritius, and
Bangladesh.

& Guest Participation
(* == Malaysia participated

e .| as aguest country,

=~ indicating potential
- future expansion.

New Member

Seychelles joined as a full
member, expanding CSC's
footprint in the western
Indian Ocean.
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KEY AREAS OF FOCUS

MARITIME  COUNTER-
SECURITY  TERRORISM

\5,

CYBERSECURITY
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Indian Ocean Security Challenges

Fragmented Non-Traditional China’s
Architecture @& Threats Growing Footprint

Lack of a strong Piracy, illegal fishing, Naval and economic
regional institutional footprint is a strategic
framework Ao e ey concernforindia
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Development Link

Maritime security is tied to
economic and developmental
needs of CSC members, many

of whom rely heavily on the ocean
economy.

Divergence in Threat
Perception

While India views China’s
presence in the Indian Ocean
as a strategic concern, other
CSC members see Beijing as a
developmental partner, leading to diverging priorities.

Need for
Institutionalisation

CSC currently operates through
NSA-level meetings. A formal
secretariat or institutional
mechanism is needed for sustained
and policy-aligned cooperation.

\q» 4
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WHATIS THE
COLOMBO SECURITY
CONCLAVE (CSC)

Origin

Started in 2011 as a
trilateral maritime
security cooperation
mechanism between
India, Sri Lanka,

and Maldives

Revival in 2020
In light of growing
maritime security
threats and China’s
strategic assertiveness

Initial Focus
Maritime security
and countering piracy
and terrorism

Dormancy
The group went into
hiatus post-2014 due

to political changes in
Maldives and Sri Lanka
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MEMBERS
| OBSERVERS
India
Sri Lanka Bangladesh
Maldives Seychelles

Mauritius

—o@E™=rm
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2025 SUMMIT _ACCESSION OF SEYCHELLES N
o U TC 0 M E The group saw further expansion by
as a full-member into the forum. ‘

way of accession of Seychelles

i This signals a deep commitment among
: 'O countries in the region to harness
O "  cooperation within the mandate of CSC

INDIA AND REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT

For India, the CSC also marks a new step in
further deepening engagement with its

maritime neighbours, amidst an increasingly
volatile geopolitical and security shift that

VITALITY OF SECURITY DIMENSION

The summit further underscores the growing
vitality of the security dimension in enhancing
cooperation to boost regional cooperation

in the Indian Ocean




COLUMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE NEXT

1 AlS!

India's Role as Security
Providerin the IOR

India sees itself as a net security
provider in the Indian Ocean Region.

STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE

Geo-economic Stakes
Major global sea lanes and energy
trade routes pass through the indian
Ocean, Securing Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs) is vital

OF CSC

Addressing Non-Traditional
Security Threats

lllegal, Unregulated, and Unreported (IUU)
fishing, drug and human trafficking,
piracy, climate change-related disasters,
and cybersecurity as key regional issues.

China Factor
Indiais increasingly concern with:
e Chinese naval presence in indian Ocean

e Port development projects ie.g.,
Hambantota in Sri Lanka, Gwadar in
Pakistan)

¢ Debt-trap diplomacy affecting
sovereighty of smaller littoral states

e Many CSCmembers are beneficiaries
of Chinese aid/investment, making
unified stance against China difficult.
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INSTITUTIONAL WEAKNESSES

e No permanent secretariat or coordination

body. for CSC

e Still relies on NSA-level coordination; needs
bureaucratic and operational institutionalisa-

DIVERGENCE IN STRATEGIC INTERESTS

e |ndia sees the Indian Ocean through a
security lens, others through a developmental
and economic lens.

e Lack of consensus on China’s role and
influence.

INTERNAL POLITICAL INSTABILITY

e Changes in political leadership (e g.,
Bangladesh, Maldives) can affect foreign
policy continuity.

OVERLAPPING REGIONAL FORUMS

e Other groupings like IORA, IOR Defence Minis-
ters’ Conclave, Indo-Pacific Quad, ASEAN, etc.,
create duplication and lack cohesion.
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- Colombo Securlty Conclave (CSC): e

Proi |nglnd N Ocear
whwﬂw- '1 ,,/Hf

| ” R
Evolving Platform for Regional Maritime Cooperation ' "4

e TR o
(11111
Q % \3 } \
Build robust 2. Create joint 3. Address divergences 4. Strategically balance
institutional operational in member China’s influence while

structures mechanisms priorities through  maintaining cooperative

;:

consensus-building development goals
diplomacy




PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL SOCIETY

Context: The article critiques India’s evolving data governance regime, arguing that
despite new laws, citizens increasingly live in a ‘fishbowl society’ where privacy is
fragile amid expanding state and corporate surveillance.

Privacy in a fishbowl society’

Syllabus Integration:
GS 1: Impact of surveillance and digital technologies on
society, changing state—citizen relations in the information age.
GS 2: Right to Privacy jurisprudence (Puttaswamy), data
protection laws, state surveillance, accountability mechanisms,
governance of digital public infrastructure.
GS 3: Cyber-security threats, digital economy regulation, Al
and algorithmic governance, data flows and storage,
technological vulnerabilities.
GS 4: Ethics of privacy, autonomy, informed consent,
balancing security and liberty, responsible state and corporate
behaviour.
Prelims: Fundamental Rights (Right to Privacy), DPDP Act
2023 basics, IT Act provisions, cyber-security concepts, data
protection terminology.

is 3 dothleedpesd sword,
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Puttaswmny judmsent 20175 the
Informarion Technologe Act,
2000 and its Intermedia
Guielelines; and the 0
Persornl Thata Protection &et,
2022, and Rules, thee resility of
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PRIVACY IN A FISHBOWL SOCIETY

PRELIMS PYQs

CSE 2018

Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life and Personal
liberty. Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and
appropriately imply the above statement?

a. Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to the
Constitution.

b. Article 17 and the DPSP in Part IV

C. Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part III

d. Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment to the
Constitution

Answer: c
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MAINS PYQs

CSE 2024

Right to Privacy is intrinsic to life and liberty and is inherently protected under Article 21 of the
constitution. Explain. In this reference discuss the law relating to DNA testing of Child in the
womb to establish its paternity. (Answer in 250 words)

CSE 2017

Examine the scope of Fundamental Rights in the light of the latest judgement of the Supreme
Court on Right to Privacy.
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FISHBOWL SOCIETY

Pervasive digital technologies and Al
create privacy risks and cybercrime
vulnerabilities

@ Non-consensual intimate image abuse

India passed laws, but gaps remain in:
e Enforcement
e Victim support

WTN
(WHAT’S THE
NEWS)
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LEGAL LANDSCAPE
IN INDIA
g, Puttaswamy Judgment (2017) e IT Act, 2000 and
l l ' affirmed Right to Privacy as u Intermediary Guidelines
ssmmmmm. 3 Fundamental Right under address online content regulation,
Article 21. but lack specificity on NCIl and
deepfakes.

Digital Personal Data

Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 um’s nNovember 2025, Me.itY
provides a framework for digital m released SOPs mandating
data privacy but is general in content takedown of NCII
nature. material within 24 hours.
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n0s
Deepfake and NCII crimes . No granular NCRB data on NCII;
often go unreported due to RTI response shows states
social stigma, fear, and lack of hold such data but
awareness don’t disaggregate it

SOPs are not backed by The SOP lacks gender
clear accountabillty, inclusivity — notably, it excludes
punishments, or transgender victims, violating

procedural safeguards SC’s NALSA judgment (2014)
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- Al content invades privacy mental trauma career damage bodily
of women marginalized groups autonomy loss social ostracization

/ / - .
-~/ '(\ ke ess

o R i

Artificial Unintelligence
- unintended societal harms of
Al over-reliance *\f’_

/'
>
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Gaps in Deepfake
Legal Framework

1. No Al-specific laws for deepfakes

2. Missing victim-centric gender-neutral
tech provisions

3. SOPs lack traceability platform
liability oversight
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No specific law criminalizing
deepfake generation
or dissemination.
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Way Forward

Platform Accountability

’ .’ Amend intermediary rules to ‘
‘ mandate proactive monitoring, =

Introduce traceability norms | s
for deepfake detection

Victim Support Systems

Expand access to legal aid,
counseling, and reporting platforms

Remove stigma through awareness
campaigns and digital literacy



DIGITISATION OF SIR

Context: The article argues that the Election Commission’s Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls must be fully digitised because reliance on outdated, manual
processes threatens voter inclusion and electoral integrity.

Syllabus Integration:
GS 1: Democratic participation, social inclusion in electoral
processes, impact of administrative inefficiencies on
vulnerable groups.
GS 2: Electoral reforms, ECI powers and limitations,
governance of elections, use of ICT in public administration,
issues of exclusion and duplication in voter rolls.
GS 3 Digital infrastructure, data management,
cybersecurity for electoral systems, technological solutions
for public service delivery.
GS 4: Integrity of democratic institutions, fairness,
transparency, accountability in electoral processes, ethical
duty to ensure universal enfranchisement.
Prelims: Election Commission of India functions, electoral
rolls, SIR process, voter registration rules, digital
governance basics, constitutional provisions for elections.

completely digitised
The Flection Commission is Facing ariticism for its Spedial Intensive Revision of electoral rolls as reliance on
outdated data threatens voter inclusion and the integrity of upcoming elections
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ELECTION
go%mssmws
PECIAL
INTENSIVE WTN

REVISION (WHAT’S THE
NEWS)

~= DIGITISED

The entire SIR process must be
fully digitised to protect voter
inclusion and the integrity of
upcoming elections, instead of
relying on outdated “legacy”

paper records and fragmented data
svstems.
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Legacy Flaw:

. SIR 2.0 relies on manual, paper-based

) electoral rolls from 2002-2004, which
are riddled with errors, ambiguities, and
non-searchable formats

| Missed Digital Potential:
Despite India’s ECINet, a robust
electoral IT platform, legacy data

remains outside its scope, limiting
searchability and verification
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Key Highlights

Data Anomalies Noted:

@ Missing EPIC numbers, house
numbers

@ Spelling inconsistencies (e.g., Agarwal
vs Agraval)

@ Partial names and duplicate or
contradictory entries

© Non-functional search interfaces
and unverifiable databases
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Voter deletions are
widespread, and
real-time grievance
redressal is absent

BLOs lack data-entry
skills and function
mainly as form collectors

Citizens are burdened
with photo pasting,
redundant documenta-

tion, and repeated
digitisation cycles
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Reform Proposal for
SIR 2026

Digitize legacy rolls = 2 Integrate ECINet
into a searchable s @ with Aadhaar, PAN,
English metadata s driving license, and

format 5 other validated

databases

Establish mobile <. —
digital kiosks to o g Fully digitize EF

aid non-tech-savvy SUl_)fffllSS_IOH,
citizens verification,

correction, and
deletion

ceessess o Classify voters for
targeted interventions:
(i) Stable
(i) Frequent movers
(iii) Immigration/nationality
issues
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DELHI CAN STOP BLAMING FARM FIRES FOR ITS POLLUTION WOES
FOR DEMOCRACY’S SAKE, AN INDEX FOR LEGISLATURES

\

\

J




DELHI AIR POLLUTION AND BLAME ON

FARMERS

Context: The article argues that despite a sharp fall in Punjab-Haryana stubble

burning, Delhi’s pollution still peaked in 2025, proving that local emission sources—
not farm fires—are now the dominant drivers of its winter smog.

Syllabus Integration:

GS 1: Urbanisation, environmental degradation, population
pressures, regional geography, urban morphology.

GS 2: Inter-state coordination, governance mechanisms,
environmental policy, regulatory institutions.
GS 3: Air pollution, climate and
sustainability, agriculture-environment
technological and policy interventions.

GS 4: Environmental ethics, responsibility of stakeholders,
accountability in public policy.

Prelims: Air pollutants and their types, AQI standards,
particulate matter (PM..s and PMi) characteristics,
pollution sources, agricultural residue  burning,
environmental institutions (CPCB, SPCBs), basic climate
and atmospheric concepts.

environmental
linkages,

Delhi can stop blaming farm fires for its pollution woes

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

he paddy harvesting sea-
T son for 2025 officially end-

ed on November 30. Pun-
jab and Haryana recorded a 90%
reduction in stubble burning inci-
dents this year compared to 2021.
In fact, farm fires in the two States
declined to their lowest levels in
five years in 2025. However, pollu-
tion levels in Delhi remained stub-
bornly high, triggering protests
last month. This disparity shows
that local sources remain the prim-
ary driver of the capital’s persis-
tent pollution crisis.

Notably, the Supreme Court on
Monday suggested that farmers
could not be made scapegoats for
air pollution in the national capi-
tal. The Court also asked why blue
skies were visible during the pan-
demic years when stubble burning
was relatively high and vehicles
were off the roads. The Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE)'s
assessment of Delhi’
trends and annual y
firms this realit hi and the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR) can no
longer hide behind the smoke-
screen of farm fires.

The incidence of crop burning
has substantially reduced in Pun-
jab and Haryana this year, partly
due to the massive floods in Pun-
jab during the monsoon. In the Oc-
tober-November period, the daily
contribution of farm fires to pollu-
tion levels in Delhi mostly re-
mained below 5%, or between 5-
15% for a few days and peaked at
22% only between November 12
and 13 (Chart 1). While the re-
duced fires prevented extreme
spikes, the Air Quality Index (AQI)
stayed in the ‘very poor” to ‘severe’
range for almost the entire month
of November, indicating the signif-
icance of Delhi’s local, year-round
sources of pollution.

Importantly, PM 2.5 remained
the prominent pollutant for 34
days in the October-November pe-

Stubble burning in Punjab and Harvana is at a five-year low, yet Delhis pollution is peaking

riod. Data show that the air is toxic
to breathe not just because of the
increase in the levels of particulate
matter but also due to the contri-

pi
forced by traffic-related

of both NO2 and CO, especially un-
der low-dispersion winter condi-
tions (Chart 2). Both NO2 and CO
are highly toxic and harmful gases.

This problem has become wi-
despread over the years. CSE’s re-
port noted that in 2018, about 13
hotspots were officially identified
based on their pollution levels that
not only exceeded the standards
but also the city’s average levels.
These hotspots have continued to
remain extremely polluted. With
an annual PM2.5 average of 119
ug/m’ in 2025, Jahangirpuri is the
most polluted hotspot, followed
by Bawana, Wazirpur and Anand
Vihar.

Over the years, several other
hotspots have emerged in the city.
Vivek Vihar recorded 101 ug/m’® in
2025, similar to Ashok Vihar. Neh-
ru Nagar, Alipur, Sirifort, Dwarka
Sector 8, and Patparganj have all
recorded more than 90 ug/m’
(Chart 3).

The report also noted that sev-
eral NCR cities remained just as
polluted as Delhi, and were often
worse off. While a region-wide
smog episode affected NCR towns
too, Bahadurgarh endured persis-
tent conditions, with the episode
lasting 10 days. The town's average
smog intensity exceeded that of
Delhi’s. This indicates that the en-
tire region behaves as a single
airshed where even smaller towns
are becoming hotspots, facing
equal or even greater pollution
pressure.

Data suggests that Delhi is on
the verge of losing its air quality
gains from previous years. Bet-
ween 2018 and 2020, Delh a
steady decline in year-on-year
PM2.5 levels. However, since 2021-
22, the levels have been largely ele-
vated, and the annual average level
has taken a sharp upward turn.

Not a

burning
problem

Charts were sourced from ‘Toxic

cocktail of pollution during early
winter in Delhi-NCR; a report
published by the Centre for
Science and Environment on
December 1, 2025. The report
was authored by Sharanjeet Kaur
and Anumita Roychowdhury

CHART 1: Delhis Air Quality Index (left axis) versus contribution of farm fires (right axis: 9
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CHART 2: Correlation of PM, , with CO and NO, in the Nov. 21 - Nov. 28 period. In the graphs, the PM,  values are
plotted on the left axis
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CHART 3: Trend in annual PM, , level among original and emerging pollution hotspots in Delhi and its surroundings
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MAINS PYQs

CSE - 2015

Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata are the three Mega cities of the country but the air
pollution is much more serious problem in Delhi as compared to the other two.
Why is this so? (Answer in 200 words)
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Stubble burning incidents in Punjab and
Haryana have fallen sharply
to a five-year low in 2025

. PM,5

WTN
(WHAT’S THE
NEWS)

Yet Delhi’s air pollution this winter remains
extremely high, showing that local sources
are the main driver of its pollution crisis
Data highlight that toxic levels of PM.5, NO, and CO
in Delhi are largely linked to local emissions such as

vehicles, industry and construction, rather than
farm fires in neighbouring States
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THE STUBBLE
BURNING MYTH

Stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana has
reached a in 2025, yet Delhi’s

winter pollution remains at evels.




DELHI AIR POLLUTION AND BLAME ON
FARMERS

Despite minimal farm fire incidents, Delhi
recorded toxic levels of PM, 5, NO,, and CO,
proving farm fires are not the

primary pollution driver.
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Supreme Court noted that even when
paddy harvesting occurs, local
sources remain the main contributor
to Delhi’s pollution crisis.
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FARMERS

Vehicle emissions and
traffic-related pollution
contribute significantly
to PM2.5 and CO levels
in Delhi’s air.

o> e

LOCAL POLLUTION SOURCES:
THE REAL CULPRITS

Industrial emissions,
construction dust, =
and local hotspots drive

sustained pollution, II ‘

particularly during winter months

= 7
a

Data reveals pollution levels

are closely linked to local activities
rather than long-range transport
from neighbouring states’ farm fires
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New pollution hotspots within Delhi and outskirts

E M E R G I N G now rival or exceed tlreavci}iltsi?nal hotspots in toxicity
POLLUTION HOTSPOTS ...

Noida

Greater
Noida

)\ Faridabad

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATION

Several NCR hotspots Local pollution
showed worse pollution  control measures must
levels compared to be strengthened and
earlier years, indicating  targeted at emerging
localized pollution hotspots.

intensification.

B New hotspot Traditional hotspot [ Delhi
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KEY TAKEAWAYS &
POLICY IMPERATIVES
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O 9. Pollution monitoring

Real time data on share of each
poliution source may be available from
October 20

15 steps to cleaner city air @

The Delhi government on Friday outlined
its 15-point plan to tackle the annual
winter pollution crisis in the city *@

) 10. Paryavaran Mitras

8500 environment volunteers
inducted so far to ralse awareness on
air pollution

o 11, E-waste

Special park coming up at north-west Defhi’s
Holambi Kalan where e-waste will be
scientifically processed

5 12. Afforestation

3 3millon saplings planted in the first phase of
afforestation drive, 900,000 to be planted in
second phase beginning October 15

1. Stubble burning

Bio-decompaser spray on 5000 acres
bnd to curb stubble burming

2. Dust pollution O—

Anti-dust campaign to begin on October 6;
233 anti-smog guns to be deployed

3. Vehicular emissions ¢

80 road sweeping machines, 380 teams to check
pollution certificate, 521 water sprinkking machines

13. 24x7 green war room

A 9-member team to analyse pollution data and
suggest corrective actions, The set up will go live

4. Garbage burning ¢ from October 3
600 teams to be deployed to X y
prevent buming of leaves, 14. Green Delhi app
wood and roadside garbage \ 7. Firecrackers ban §3,000 complaints received in last two years, (M
5 Industrial |Iution o) | iz ' asks people 10 actively use the app to register
' po 200 teams to enforce restriction complaints and report pollution rules violations

33 teams to ensure industnies
use cleaner fuel (PNG)

6. Pollution hot spots C 8. Grap enforcement

Stricter supervision at areas such  Steps under the anti-poliution ban use of diesel generators and prevent polluting
as Narela Bawana, Mundka that plan to be strictly enforced vehicles from entering Delhi

are among 13 poliution hot spots ' '
- -

on sefling and buming crackers

15. Working with neighbours

Governments in neighbouring states to be urged to
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Context: The article introduces the National Legislative Index (NLI), a new annual
system to benchmark the productivity, transparency, and innovation of India’s State

For democracy’s sake,
anindex for legislatures

C\

‘v LIENDER
GuPTA

TheNLI to be
published
annually,
proposes

benchmarking
systemto
measure the
productivity,
Lransparency,
and innovation
of state
assemblies and
legislative
councils. The
NLI'will
incentivise
healthy
competition
amaong states

pace. This demands both palitical

commitment and deep technical
understanding. State legislatures need to
evolve inlo mtrmt research-driven and
high-performing institutionscapabde ol sus:
tained scrutiny, meaningful debate and ac
countable L |||‘\k.1|u, ]mlt.au o lx. uwpln

N THE past decade, the scope and
complexity of governance in India
have expanded al an unprecedented

productivity and weakens public faith in
legislative institutions. Recent reviews of

5 |11tJI1L 5 AT lc'rt I'l'lJ.I]1tL]]'I[)JL 5
of dLI'I.'I.{JL racy, they must restore o sl
discipline, dialogue  and dl"l'llt}
Filr\'.'rl|_.’1l'.-i:11i|1;l'm1clic:u1ir.\‘=
suring that povermance keeps pe
aspirations of a rapidly changing India.
[{:;_,1 ative quality influences law-mak:
sight of the executive, publicen
nenitand delivery of development out-
. Currently, there are limited ways,
tly through RTIs, by which the state
lature’s quality and innovation can be
meeasired, There is aneed foraninstitutional
meechanism through which state legislabures
can assess their functioning, identify gaps,
and strengthen thedr institutional performe
ance. Measuring, tracking and comparing
state-level kegislative performance is necess
ary to evaluate democratic performance
within India's federal strocture. Recognising
this need, the National Legislative Index
(MLI) seeks to provide a systematic, data:
driven means of evaluating legislatures,
The MLI to be published annually, pro
poses India's st state-wise benchmarking
system tomeasure the productivity, trans
parency, and imnovation of state assemblies
and legislative councils, The ML will incens
tivise healthy compelitionamong statesand
aroelerate the adoption of best practices
(procedural, digital, and institutional ). Tts
core objectives are Lo provide a comprehen-
sive benchmarking mechanisme to distila
transparent annual score (0-100) for cach
legislature; to build national comparison
artund I ivequality and innovation: o
1 challenees and therebyin

Eagr
com
m

formcormective reforms: tofoster peer learn:
ing by highlighting inter-state dispariti
strengthen the role of the Speal
adriverofinstilutionalexcellence,
courageinstitutional reforms, digital and par.
ticipatory practices. The MLTwill browsdhy Iook:
at indicators such as the number of sitting
diays and duration of each session; the per
centage of bills referved to committees; the
average ime taken topass bills; the hoursde.
voted to question-hour and l'luul debate. It
shallalsosvaluatetransparency, digitisation,
technological integration, and institutional
efforts for knowledgre preservation. These ane
concrete, transparent measures that convert
process into public information, without pre.

amarter of par
tional responsibi hent [uutx.'\- function
efficiently, with greater use of technology
and wider participation of women and
youth, they reaffinm the faith of citizens in
demaocratic institutions. Through the NLI,
India has the opportunity to make its legis
latures not only temples of democracy in
name, but also in spirit — combining de
corum, deliberation, and digital readiness wo
meet the challenges of a changing era,
Crver the past few years, India's legisla
tures have made notable progress inadopt
ing modemn practices such as paperless pro
ceedings, livestreaming, and digitisation of
records. However, this progress remainsun
even seross states and UTs, undedining the
need fora common benchmarking frame:
work. The NLIaligns closely with the vision
of “Ome Nation, One Legislative Flatform”,
which secks to digitally integrate begislative
bodies across the country. Together, thesein
itiatives will not only promote procedural
uni rr)ll} and ulit\-rruum L11.an|1l_, it .IJ‘-IJ

functioning af I.<.|.| AlLIres more lmm;mn.nl
connected, and participatory.

The writeris Speaker. Detilaoislative Assembly

Legislatures.

Syllabus Integration:

GS 1: Role of institutions in societal change, evolution of
political culture, regional governance structures.

GS 2: State legislatures, accountability mechanisms,
transparency, inter-state comparisons, parliamentary
reforms, e-governance in legislatures, cooperative
federalism.

GS 3: Governance reforms, institutional innovation, data-
driven policymaking, technology adoption in public
institutions.

GS 4: Ethical governance, public accountability,
institutional integrity, professionalism in legislative
conduct.

Prelims - Parliamentary and State Legislature basics,
legislative procedures, committees, RTI framework, good
governance concepts, federal institutions.
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Definition & Scope

Annual, state-wise benchmarking system
to measure productivity, transparency,
and innovation of state legislatures

and councils

Will provide a transparent annual score
(0-100 scale) for each House

Promotes healthy competition, accelerates
adoption of best practices
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Objective

Create a common benchmarking
framework across legislatures nationally

Ensure procedural uniformity and
information sharing through
“One Nation, One Legislature Platform”
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KEY PERFORMANCE
INDICATORS (KPIs)

Measurement Indicators:

Productivity Metrics
« Sitting days

« Session duration
« Bills passed

pull  Procedure & Process

vi— * Percentage of bills sent
v= to committees
* Time taken to pass bills

Transparency &
Digitisation

« Digital record-keeping
» Paperless proceedings
* Technical integration

' Institutional Reforms

« Strengthening Speaker’s office

 Encouraging institutional reforms
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Impact on Democratic Governance:

Accelerate adoption of P.ro.n'.note.transpar ency,
best practices and peer digitisation, technological

. learning among legislatures integration

Encourage institutional Identify gaps and
reforms and strengthen challenges for targeted
role of Speaker's office Improvements
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Increased sittings / Better legislative

and reduced I research and

disruption ] I I bill effectiveness
I~~~ Knowledge Enhanced public

preservation @ . O participation and
through institutional ‘.‘ informed democratic
mechanisms debate
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. Current Challenges: ---- .

State legislatures show
wide variation in assembly,
meet for 20-25 days/year
on average

High disruption and limited
effectiveness research

...................................................

Inconsistent state-level
legislative practices and
transparency standards

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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WAY FORWARD:

e Provides systemic, data-driven
framework to measure
performance

e Serves as tool for building
national comparison
database

e Supports informed policy
decisions and democratic
reform agenda




