
PRELIMS TOPICS

• Retail Inflation - IE, Page 15 and TH, Page 1

• Pax Silica – IE, Page 1

• Census 2027 and outlay – IE, Page 7 and TH, Page 10

• IMF’s conditions for Pakistan – IE, Page 20

• Macaulay Minute – IE, Page 21

• 100% FDI in insurance - IE, Page 15

• MGNREGA to be renamed – IE, Page 1 and TH, Page 11





RETAIL INFLATION

Context: India’s retail inflation rose to 0.71% in November, driven by core 

components, while food prices stayed in deflation, shaping RBI’s near-term monetary 

policy outlook.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 3: Indian Economy (Inflation & Monetary Policy):

CPI inflation trends, food vs core inflation dynamics,

transmission of monetary policy, inflation targeting

framework.

• GS 3: Agriculture & Food Management: Food price

deflation, supply-side factors, seasonal effects, role

of MSP and buffer stocks.

• GS 2: Economic Governance: RBI’s role, MPC

decision-making, policy coordination between fiscal

and monetary authorities.

• GS 4: Ethics & Public Policy: Balancing inflation

control with growth and welfare concerns, protecting

purchasing power of vulnerable sections.

• Prelims: CPI vs Core CPI, inflation target (4% ± 2%),

Monetary Policy Committee, role of RBI in price

stability.
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PAX SILICA

Context: India has been kept out of the US-led Pax Silica coalition on critical 

minerals and advanced supply chains, raising questions about strategic alignment 

amid efforts to counter China’s dominance.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 2: International Relations: Supply-chain diplomacy,

minilateralism, India–US strategic partnership limits,

balancing strategic autonomy. Global Governance:

Coalition-building, geopolitics of decoupling/de-risking

from China, role of like-minded groupings.

• GS 3: Indian Economy & Strategic Resources: Critical

minerals, semiconductors, rare earths, industrial policy,

resilience of global value chains. Science & Technology:

Advanced manufacturing, AI-linked supply chains,

technology access and export controls.

• GS 4: Ethics & Strategic Decision-making: National

interest vs alliance politics, equitable access to critical

technologies.

• Prelims: Pax Silica initiative, critical minerals list,

China’s dominance in rare earths, concept of “coercive

dependencies”.
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CENSUS AND OUTLAY

Context: The Union Cabinet has approved ₹11,718 crore for a two-phase Census 

2027, including caste enumeration, marking India’s first digital census with major 

implications for governance and welfare design.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Society & Demography: Census as a tool for population

dynamics, caste structure, social stratification, and

representation.

• GS 2: Governance & Polity: Constitutional mandate of Census,

evidence-based policymaking, federal implications, and welfare

targeting.

• GS 2: Social Justice: Caste data for inclusive policies,

affirmative action calibration, and addressing horizontal

inequalities.

• GS 4: Ethics & Data Governance: Privacy, informed consent,

digital data protection, and responsible use of sensitive socio-

economic data.

• Prelims: Census of India Act, 1948; last Census (2011); first

digital Census; two-phase process (house-listing & population

enumeration); inclusion of caste enumeration.
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IMF’S CONDITIONS FOR PAKISTAN

Context: IMF has imposed 11 new structural and governance-linked 

conditions on Pakistan for continued disbursement under EFF–RSF loans, 

reflecting concerns over macroeconomic stability, reforms credibility, and 

geopolitical risks.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 2: International Relations & Global

Institutions: IMF conditionalities, lender–borrower

asymmetry, economic sovereignty, and India’s

strategic concerns over Pakistan’s financial

credibility.GS 3: Indian Economy & External

Sector: Balance of Payments crises, fiscal

consolidation, tax reforms, energy sector

restructuring, and implications of sovereign debt

sustainability.

• GS 3: Internal Security (Linkages): Concerns over

misuse of international financing and terror-

financing risks affecting regional stability.

• GS 4: Ethics & Governance: Transparency, anti-

corruption benchmarks, accountability in public

finance, and ethical conditional lending.

• Prelims: IMF instruments (EFF, RSF), purpose of

structural benchmarks, Pakistan’s recurring IMF

bailouts, role of IMF Board voting dynamics.
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MACAULAY MINUTE

Context: The article revisits Macaulay’s Minute on Education through the 

lens of a colonial-era medical college, highlighting enduring debates on 

language, knowledge systems, and decolonisation of education.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Modern Indian History & Culture: Colonial

education policy, Macaulay’s Minute (1835),

marginalisation of indigenous knowledge systems,

cultural hegemony.

• GS 2: Governance & Social Justice: Language policy in

education, medium of instruction debates, access and

equity in higher education.

• GS 3: Science & Technology (Policy Interface): Western

vs indigenous medical knowledge systems, evolution of

scientific institutions in colonial India.

• GS 4: Ethics & Intellectual Decolonisation: Epistemic

injustice, respect for plural knowledge traditions,

ethical foundations of education policy.

• Prelims: Macaulay’s Minute (1835), Orientalists vs

Anglicists debate, role of colonial medical colleges, early

modern education reforms.
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100% FDI IN INSURANCE SECTOR

Context: The Union Cabinet has approved private participation in the nuclear sector 

and 100% FDI in insurance, signalling a reform push to boost investment, energy 

security, and long-term growth.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 2: Governance & Public Policy: Legislative reforms (Atomic

Energy Act, Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage), Centre’s reform

agenda, role of independent regulators.

• GS 3: Indian Economy & Infrastructure: FDI liberalisation,

insurance sector deepening, nuclear energy for clean baseload

power, SMRs and energy transition, ease of doing business.

• GS 3: Science & Technology: Indigenous Small Modular Reactors

(SMRs), nuclear fuel cycle, technology transfer and

indigenisation.

• GS 3: Environment & Energy Security: Low-carbon growth,

nuclear power in climate commitments and energy mix

diversification.

• GS 4: Ethics & Governance: Nuclear safety, liability, risk-

sharing, regulatory accountability, balancing public interest with

private profit.

• Prelims: FDI limits in insurance (100%), SHANTI Bill, SMRs,

Atomic Energy Act, Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, target

of 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047.
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MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED

Context: The government is considering renaming and expanding 

MGNREGA, increasing guaranteed work from 100 to 125 days to 

strengthen rural employment security amid underutilisation of the 

scheme.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 2: Polity: Legislative amendment process, renaming

of Acts, role of Finance Commission in scheme

continuation.

• GS 2: Governance & Social Justice: Rights-based

welfare, legal guarantees of employment, Centre–State

implementation dynamics, reform of flagship schemes.

• GS 3: Indian Economy (Inclusive Growth): Rural

distress, labour absorption, counter-cyclical fiscal policy,

demand stabilisation through public works.

• GS 4: Ethics & Social Policy: Dignity of labour,

distributive justice, welfare accountability, ethics of

social protection.

• Prelims: MGNREGA (2005), 100 days employment

guarantee, proposed 125 days, average employment

days (~50), funding via Finance Commission awards.



WTN 

(WHAT’S THE 

NEWS)

MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



B2B  

MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED



MGNREGA TO BE RENAMED


