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NHRC Order on Death in Custody

» [ Syllabus Integration NHRC orderondeath in
. : custodyis welcome
» GS 2: NHRC's role in enforcing state B SO s s o

Pray Rs 10 lakh tothe family ofa 36-vear-old man who

ege .
accountability for custodial deaths and s e ot s e ae Ao T
y firmation of the inviolability of human dignity and the impera-
tive of accountability. That this order arrives against a backdrop
. M of systemic failures makes it all the more resonant: According
h U m O n rl g h TS prOTe CTI O n . to official data, between 2020 and 2022, over 4,400 custodial
(Judicial and police) deaths were recorded nationwide, with UP
accounting for 952 of them. In September 2023, the Gujarat
. . State Law Commiission flagged increasing incidents of custo-
. dial death in the state as “amatter of great public concern™. The
> Gs 3 o C U STO d IO I V I O | e n C e refl e C TS Status of Policing in India Report 2025, released in March this
vear, showed an approval for coercive action among asizeable
o * M ° ° ° percentage of police personnel, based on surveys of 8,276 of-
SYSTe | I I I C po | IC I n g fO I | U res U n d erl I I I n I n g ficers across 17 states/UTs. The NHRC’s verdict sends a mmuch-
needed, ifbelated, signal that institutional abdications cannot
hide behind bureaucratic obfuscation.

rU | e O'I: | G W Established in 1993 under the Protection of Human Rights
L]

Act, the NHRC was conceived as a bulwark against state excess,

mandated to investigate violations and negligence, recommend
remedies and shape India’s human-rights jurisprudence. For

° . much of its early life, it rose to that promise: Flagging over-
> P re I I m s R N H R < —STO TU TO ry b O d y ( ] 9 9 3 ) 7 crowded and degrading prison conditions, issuingthe country’s

first comprehensive guidelines on extra-judicial killings, defend-

. ing labour rights, standing with victims of communal violence
re C O m m e n d O 'I'O Owe rS P O rI S and pressing for compensation and redress. Over time, however,
ry p ’ agrowing deference to governments, reluctance to pursue politi-
N - . . cally sensitive cases and opacity in appointments have gradually
P | D K B d | underlined the institution’s structural weaknesses: Non-binding
rl n C I p es ’ O S U g U I e I n es O recommendations and limited enforcement powers, for in-
stance, that had prompted a former chairpersontodescribeitas
a “toothless tiger™ In 2024, its accreditation with the UN-recog-
nised Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions was
deferred for a second year, citing among other things, a lack of

transparency and diversity in its appointments.

A cynical reading will see the NHRC’s directive as a symbolic
gesture. Yet, italso represents awelcome moment of assertion,
and a gesture towards a recovery of purpose. A verdict cannot
single-handedly redeem institutional drift, just as compensa-
tion cannotrestore a life. Butsuch interventions can re-anchor
the commission to its primary task: Speaking up for the voice-
less, and showing that vigilance matters.
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The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has directed the
Uttar Pradesh Government 1o pay ¥10 lakh compensation 1o the
family of a 3é-year-old man who died in police custody in 2021.
The order has been interpreted as a reaffirmation of human dignity

and state accountability, amid persistently high numbers of custodial
deaths in India.



PRELIMS-PYQ

» Consider the following organizations/ bodies in India:
1. The National Commission for Backward Classes
2. The National Human Rights Commission
3. The National Law Commission
4. The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission
How many of the above are constitutional bodiese

[UPSC Civil Service Exam - 2023 Prelims]

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Answer: (a)
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India continues to withess
high custodial deaths
despite constitutional
safeguards

4'400+ custodial

deaths
(2020-2022) nationwide;

Uttar Pradesh alone
accounted for 982.

Reports highlight:

e Gujarat State Law Commission
(Sept 2023) raising concerns on
custodial violence
Status of Policing in India Report 2023
showing troubling police approval for
coercive actions

NHRC, once a strong
watchdog, is facing: Prithvi Narayan Shah

e Reduced moral authority (1723-75)
e Non-binding powers

e International credibility
issues (GANHRI deferral)




CUSTODIAL DEATHS -
LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Article 21 - Right to Life
& Dignity

DK Basu v. State of West
Bengal (1997)
Mandatory arrest and
detention guidelines

Nilabati Behera Case (1993)
Compensation as public
law remedy

NEXT
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National Human Rights
Commissions (NHRC)

Established: 1993

Act: Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993
Nature: Statutory body

Chairperson: Former Chief Justice of India

Members:

e One former Supreme Court judge

e One former Chief Justice of High Court

e Ex-officio members from national commissions

Powers:
e |Inquire into human rights violations
® Recommend:

e Compensation

e Prosecution

e Visit jails amd detention centres

Limitations :

e Recommendations not binding

e Cannot investigate cases older thanl year
e | imited jurisdiction over armed forces

2. State Human Rights Commissions (SHRCs)
Established by States under PHRA,1993
e Similar functions at state level

e Many states still lack functional SHRCs

NEXT
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New Insurance Bill, 2024

» Syllabus Orientation (Crisp | UPSC-Ready)

» GS 2 (Governance): Role and powers of IRDA
as a sectoral regulator; state oversight vs
market freedom in insurance.

GS 3 (Economy): Insurance sector reforms—
FDI liberalisation, reinsurance capacity,
capital norms, market structure, and financia
inclusion.

Prelims: Insurance Act, 1938; IRDAI Act, 1999;
FDI limit (100%); NOF norms for reinsurers;
composite licence (not allowed

* ECONOMY

New Insurance Bill: Major
reformsitsecks tobring

GEORGE MATHEW

THE UNION Cabinet on Friday approved
the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amend-
‘mentof Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025, clearing
the way for its introduction in Parliament
torevamp India’sinsurance framervor

‘The Bill proposes sweepingchangesto
thelnsurance Act, 1938, the Life Insurance
Corporation Act, 1956, and the IRDAI Act,
1999, withthestated aim of modernisation,
wider coverage and stronger regulatory
oversight.

However, the final draft reflects a mix
of hits and misses. While several long-
awaited changes, like 100% FDI have been
incorporated, other crucial industry de—
‘mands like a composite licence have been
Jeftoutor diuted. eaving takeholdersdi:
vided on the overall impact.

What isin the Bill
100%FDI: Theamendmentwillraisethe
Foreign Direct Investment limil
insurance companies from 7
This will help in attracting stable and sus-
nable investment,faclitate technology

a “while the world
has close to 10,000. Even if a small share
of them chooses to participate in India,
the capital coming in is expected to be
v

“Openingthe sector fullytoglobal

talsendsastrongsignal of confidencein In-

dia’sinsurance market and regulatory ma-
turity. This reform will enable insurers to
access long-term capital, advanced ri
|mmdgemenl expertise, global best prac-
ticesan
m»udwnh!uw\]\.\!ldu\u|n\ur ancecove
age, improving product innovation and
strengthening claims and service capabil-
ities across the country,” said Narendra
Bharindwal, President, Insurance Brokers
Association of India (IB

harad Mathur, MDand CEO, Universal

©Thehiked FDIlimit

THERE IS ittle doubt that aising
the FDIlimit t0100% marks a deci-
sivesteptoward globalising
India'sinsurance sector.

THEREFORM s expectedto
drawlarger poolsof foreign capi-
tal, spur productinnovation, and
intensify competition n under
wiiting, isk management. and
customer experience.

CRUCIALLY, ITwil also bring
access to global best practic
fromsophisticated underwriting
models and digital claims
platforms toadvanced isk
assessment tools — enhancing
theindustry sresilienceand
service qualiy

Sompo GeneralLnsuranos sud increasing
the FDIlimit t0100% can servea
atlyet fo the insurance sector.-Greates
capital inflows will enable insurers to ex-

pand their bu rengthen balan
sheets,and investinadv

ment models and more. (ﬁ fent claims-
management syste: d.

505 FOR FOREIGN REIHSURER < The
requuevmur of Net Om\;d Funds (in-
cludes: api s
e pmmum 2ccount and capital re-
serves representingsurplus) for foreign re-
insurersis proposed tobe reduced from Rs
5,000 crore to Rs 1,000 crore to facilitate
entry of morere-insurers, buildinggreater
reinsurance capacitiesin the country. Tt

standingdemand of global
remsm-\me companies. This e;\smv. ot
ended to draw smallet
e rtmsmcrs to India, broademl g
inasegment currently dom
nated by the publicsector GIC Re.

MORE POWERS FOR IRDAI: In a signifi-
cant step toward strengthening pol
holder protection, the Insurance Regula-
tory and Development Authority of India
(IRDAD is et toreceive enhanced enforce-
ment powers, including the authority to
disgorge wrongful gains made by insurers
or intermediaries. This brings IRDAI's

Sitharaman had announced the
FDIhike in the insurance sector
earlier thisyear. £xp#ess

TOGETHER, THESE shifts ay the
groundwork foramore customer
centricandtechnologically fo-
bustinsurance ecosystem.

t bctdumonllm
long-aw
proposalto allu\v
large
blish captive
insurance
entiti
.
Captiveinsurers
— wholly owned
insurance
subsidiaries
created toinsure
risks of parent
companies —are
widely usedto
‘manage complex
xposures, lower
insurance costs,
and control
underwriting

initive capabilities closertothat of SEBL
which has the power to recover illegally
earned profits from violato

‘To further streamline industry oper-
ationsand ensureuninterruptedservice for
policyholders, the Bill proposesaone-time
registration system for insurance inter-
mediaries, removing the need for repeated

approv als. In another move aimed at eas-

g business processes, the threshold for
requmm,l}'(n\I».appru vl forthe transfer

‘paid-up equity capit lnlmmwr\ncf com-
panies will be raised from 1%t

Aformal standard 1pent_\m:pxm.ed\|xe
(SOP) for regulation-making will be incor-
porated intothe Act, ensuringa morestruc-
tured and predictablerule-makingprocess.
Additionally,the Billintroduces clear rite-
iafor levying penalties.

MORE POWERS FORLIC: Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) is being given
‘greater operatior ‘l freedom. The Bill pr
poses 1o empow oset up new zonal
offices without requum priorgovernment
approvals, enabling faster expansion, im-
proved administrative efficiency, and
better regional oversight.

Additionally, the LIC will be allowed to
restructure and align its overseas oper-
ations in line with the laws and regulatory
normsof the countriesinwhichit operat
‘This flexibility will help LIC adapt more
quicKly to foreign compliance require-
ments stnnmhcni s global presence, and

s not likely to featurein

COMPOSITE LICENCE: One of the most
notableomissionslikely inthe Bll
cof] forcomposite licen
along-awaited reform that many insurers
hadstronglyadvocated. Underthe existing
Act, 1938, insurers are confined
tongidsilos e msurerscanonlyoffelife
policies, while general insurers are barred
from enteringthe life segment.
mposite licence would fundamen-
tally reshapethislandscapeand enablein-
surerstodesign integrated, bundled offer-
ings: for example, combining life
insurance, health coverage, and generalin-
surance products into asingle package.
Had the government permitted com-
positelicensing, several major players were

While several key changes have
been incorporated, many crucial
industry demands, like acomposite
licence, have been left out or diluted.

poised toenterorexpandintonew lines of
business, spurring fresh competition and|
innovation.

REDUCED CAPITAL NORMS AND NEW
ENTRANT -\nomc. Key omission likely is|
the proposal to lower minimum capitall
requirements fornow insurers. Currently,
the law mandates a minimum paid-up|
capital of Rs 100 crore for insurers and R|
200 crorefor einsurers, which have been

dasbeingtoohighand prohibitive,
especially for regional or niche playerslool
ingtoenterthe market. Audummmmp»
tal requirements would have open
duun for new entrants that could mm
nderserved segments, particularly rural
ks, toloralsectof woles, micios
businesses, gig workers, and low-income]
households, where insurance penetration|

‘The sector could also have seen a surge |
inspecialised insurers, such as health-only
or micro-insurance companies, crea g
‘more competition, product diversity, and
consumer choi

Many other proposals mi.
‘The original Insurance Amendment

provision
products |.Ls mutual fund: s
creditcards, creating newrevenue streams
and offering integsated solutions and 1
duced capital requirements.

Tt also proposed more flexibility in re-
visinginvestment norms in line with mar-
Ket needs, potentially improving returns|
for policyholders.

proposed permission for|
individual insuranceagents tosell policies|
of multiple companies, eliminating the|
existing restriction that limits them to one|
lifeand one general insure

‘The Billis «\Jw likelytobesilenton the

waited proposal toallow large cor-

their parent compani

wi u!dv used globally by major corpor aons
tomanage complex exposures, lower insur-|
ance costs, and exert greater control over|
underwriting and claims.

LONGERVERSION
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED |




PRELIMS PYQ

» Q. InIndia, under cyber insurance for individuals, which of the following benefits are

2e()r;c(a)r)c:lly covered, in addition to payment for the loss of funds and other benefits?

Cost of restoration of the computer system in case of malware disrupting access to one’s
computer

Cost of a new computer if some miscreant wilfully damages it, if proved so

Cost of hiring a specialized consultant to minimize the loss in case of cyber extortion
Cost of defence in the Court of Law if any third party files a suit

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2,3and 4

Ans: (b)
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The Sabha Bima Raksha Sakha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill,
2024 proposes major amendments 1o

Insurance Act, 1938

General Insurance Business (Nationalisation) Act, 1972 (often referred fo
as GIC framework)

IRDAI Act, 1999

Aim: Liberalise FDI, strengthen IRDAI, streamline regulation, and expand
insurance penetration.
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KEY REFORMS e

ENHANCED
POWERS OF IRDAI

e Disgorge wrongful gains
e Strengthen enforcement & penalties

e Brings IRDAI closer to SEBI-like
regulatory authority




NEXT
1. FDI in LI

e FDI limit raised: 74% — 100%

e Route: Automatic (subject to
safeguards)

e Objective: Capital inflow, tech transfer,
‘Insurance for All by 2047
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einsurance

35,000 crore
- 1,000 crore




LIC Autonomy

LIC can:

e Open new zonal dfices

e Improves operational

flexibility

NEXT
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REGULATORY
STREAMLINING

® One-time registration
for intermediaries

® Easier transfer of paid-up
equity capital
® Formal Standard Operating

Procedure (SOP) for
regulation-making

NEXT
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KEY OMISSIONS

(S
[ ]

Composite Licence - NOT Allowed

Insurers cannot sell life + non-life +
health together

Separate licences continue
» Composite licence not introduced

@ Capital Norms - Unchanged
® Minimum capital remains;
Insurers: %100 crore
Reinsurers: X200 crore

® Entry barrier for small & regional
players remains

Other Missing Provisions
No captive insurance companies

No multi-company agency for
individual agents

N
NEXT
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Are methane emissions in indid

being missed?

» Syllabus Orientation:

» GS 2 (Governance): Urban local bodies, Swachh
Bharat Mission, coordination gaps with SPCBs, role
of institutions like NGT and CAQM.

» GS 3 (Science & Tech): Use of remote sensing &
satellite data (Carbon Mapper, SRON,
ClimateTRACE) for environmental governance.

» GS 3 (Economy): Circular economy, Gobar-Dhan
scheme, methane as a fuel, logistics of waste-to-
energy projects.

» Prelims: Methane potency, sources of methane in
Indiq, satellite monitoring platforms, Swachh
Bharat Mission, Gobar-Dhan, NGT role.

Are methane emissions in India being missed?

Satellites show that emissions at key sites can be up to 10 times higher than estimates

Suyash Nandgaonkar

hat fuels landfill fires
and is 84 times more
potent than (arbon

(_\(, vehicles, and power plants, it
busy burning the mee(
L,LnLl’.llLd naturally by

ic matter. The

me pre that
ue.ned natural gas reserves are
now at work within landfills. Ma-

:\ro\md 15% of India’s methane
emissions are from the waste sec-
tor. Unlike the agriculture or ener-
gy sectors, which require com-

management offers immediate
gains through targeted action. -
cially, the policy frameworl
incentives are already in place
through national programmes
such as the Swachh Bharat
Mission.
Targeted action is only possible
u we know exactls \\,hene the hot-
invisibl

on models that e>u~
m-
ing waste volumes and applying
baseline assumptions. However,
c s on accu-
rate, recurring data, which is often
scarce in developing countries. Be-
cause such data are aggregated at
the regional or national levels and
updated infrequently, it makes
pinpointing individual sources
nearly nnpu»nh e.
The alternative is physical mon-
itoring, which is even more chal-
nging in the Indian context
Ground-level detection requires
expens equipment, regular
maintenance, and con:

cM

ng into this gap.

adly fall into two ca-

tegories: regional measurements

that monitor methane over a few

ilometers (frequent and useful for

national trends), and fine-resolu-

on detection that can pinpoint

hotspots down to a few square me-
ters (critical for targeted action).

Satellite data
India has alrend taken lhe first

s from ISRO quant ned'anmm-
png(-mc meth:meem sion:

na (Ahmedabad), Deonar and K:
jurmarg (Mumbai), and a sewage
outlet as significant emitters. The
National Green Tribunal took
these findings further, establishing
a committee to conduct ground in-
vestigations at the flagged

Over the past few years, multi-
ple new satellite missions have
emerged, such as Cart apper’
Tanager and the Space Research

tion Netherlands (SRON)

(;h.mpu md Okhh in l)elh| Ja
harnagal lerabad, and Dha
pa in koll\ala Platforms such as

ics for advanced modclmg These
newer models refine traditional
calculations by integrating real-
time satellite observations a

dating Lmdhll -specific

mate that actual landfill emissions
can exceed model-based predi

tions by around 1.8 times. In India,
city-level comparisons are difficult
due to a lack of granular data on
waste characteris ()I'IN.QLIL’]'I(
ly, we must rely on State-level esti

mates from 2018 for sector-wise

reakdowns, as newer public da
have not yet been compiled

The landfill at Bhalswa in northwest
Delhi FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

crepancy between advanced s
tellite observations and older Sulc
models highlights a critical infor-
mation gap: we currently cannot
agree on the true scale of the num-
bers or the location of the
hotspots.

Di ﬂering_data

emissions inventory estimatg
million tons of CO: equivalent an-
nually from the en[irl: so]id was
sector. R

alone to be between 0.85 and () ‘\()
million tons — alme

the sector’s entire theore

prml In Mumbai, the data offer a

pected number g;vcn its en
sign. However, satellite
data show it to be emitting 1.05
million tons. This is almost 10
times the model’s estimate and ap-
pr(\|matclv half of lhe entire

0.73 million tons for the entire sec-

tor, satellite observations show the

Pirana landfill alone emitting bet-

ween 0.60 and 0.81 nullmn tons.
Thes

They indicate potential leakages,
accelerated methane generation,
or opportunities to refine our engi-
neered systems.. Critically, the:

are hazards we never tackled

By making data the
backbone of our waste
policy, we can turn one of
our biggest environmental
challenges into our
smartest climate solution

simply because we did not know
they existed. Now, we can not only
gauge the magnitude of the pro-
blem but, in the case of large land-
fills, also pinpoint the exact source
of the leaks, allowing for pre
targeted solutions.

Of course, these observations
come with limitations. Cloud inter-
ference and complex weather dy-
namics mean that satellite d:
cannot fulfil its poten in isola-
tion. Urban local bodies mus
plement these findin;
gxuund level insights, a step that is

| for the m
y landfills of our metro ci-
ties. The real breakthrough lies in
linking satellite detection with
ground-level

Feedback loop
When satellites detect a methane
hotspot, ground teams can imme-
diately investigate the caus
whether it is poor waste coverage,
a gas collecti i
dumping. Thi

ack loo

ventions, while ground data vali-
and lmprow satellite
ing other

ane
monitoring can further enhance
the efficiency of this loop.

At open dumpsites such as Gha-
zipur, recording dumping and re-
clamation patterns provides criti-
cal insight into how human
activity drives methane genera-
tion. Meanwhile, at engineered
landfills such as Jawaharnagar and

g
can help pinpoint leal

fy hidden hotspots. C

Bengaluru, with their advanced
waste management systems, a
well-positioned to mlegmle these

ss thi
nated action on ﬂ\ree criti .A

mnng to cover all major waste
sites, embhalun; on-ground v;
datio 1

ies.

Currently, urban local bodies
operate in silos, separate from the
State Pollution Control Boards that
oversee them. This disconnect
hinders coordinated action on
methane reduction. However, the

data portal for bulk waste manage-
ment, handling the wet waste that
is the primary source of untreated
methane. This portal could be ex-
panded to connect with a standar-
dised nationwide dataset for track-
ing emissions. Regional bodies
such the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) in
the ! -an oversee this monitor-
ing, while the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion can integrate methane tar-
gets, aligning them with other
central schemes.
is integrated approach deliv

ers multiple co-benefits that make
the investment worthwhile. Meth-

recognised in pol itly,
Indore has utilised lhe (,obzrdhan
scheme to set up a Bio-CNG plant
from its waste.
Th eates a powerful
tem: satellites detect hot-
ground teams investigate
x leaks, and l.\ndard: d da-
| sights rea
decision-makers in: ly
needed now is coordinated imple-
mentation across these three
fronts. By making data the back-
bone of our waste policy, we can
turn one of our biggest environ-
mental challenges into our smar-
test climate solution.

Suyash Nandgaonkar is a Senior Research
and Policy Associate at the Energy Policy
Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC
India)




What's the News?

Article highlights that India’s methane emissions from landfills are
significantly under-detected and under-reported, despite methane
being 84 times more potent than CO, over 20 years.

The piece argues that satellite-based methane detection, combined
with ground-level verification, can unlock quick climate gains,
especially since ~15% of India’s methane emissions come from the
waste sector—a sector where policy tools already exist (Swachh Bharat
Mission, waste rules, Gobar-Dhan).

NEXT
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1134913
Methane Emissions & [I[E]E

Waste Sector — PrReELIMS FACTS

Methane Basics

e A greenhouse gas
e ~84 times more potent than CO,
over a 20-year period

Natural: Decomposittion of organic
matter

Anthropogenic: Agriculture, energy,
waste sector (landfills)

India-Specific Methane Data
Waste sector offers quick mitigation gains
compared to:

e Agriculture (structural reforms)
e« Energy (long-term transitions)

Landfills & Methane

Methane is generated in landfills due to:
e Anaerobic decomposition of organic waste

2 2lite show actual landfill
methane emissions can be up to 10x higher

Vi
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KEY SCIENTIFIC
FINDINGS (2023)

GEO scientists (2023) used satellite
data to quantify methane emissions in
India Identified:

e 183 methane
hotspots

e Across 12
primary cities

e Additional
84 locations Q Kanpur
with significant
emissions

Major hubs
mentioned:

Ahmedabadad
Kanpur
Deomkar

@

Ahmedabaad




Why Emissions Are Ground Monitoring
Under-Reported? (Challenges)

Traditional Methods (Limitations)

Model-based estimates using:

0 0
e Waste volumes

« Assumptions @® Under-Roporting * Expensive equipment
Cycle 3
3 * Skilled manowver ;1%
Problems: g @ 7 i
* Poor data quality Al WLl A

 Aggregated reporting

* Difficult t |
* Inferquent updates ITTicult to scale

in Indian cities
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+

National Green
Tribunal (NGT):

Set up a committee for ground—level
verification of satellite-flagged
methane hotspots

Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs)

* Responsible for waste management

« Currently operate separately from
State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs)

Global & Open Data

Platforms
e Carbon Mapper (GEO)

* SRON (Netherlands Space
Research Organisation)

» ClimateTRACE

» WasteMap

5! Global Methane Pledge:

Uses global satellite monitoring systems




GLOBAL & OPEN DATA PLATFORN

WasteMap

Focus Area:

Methane emissions
from solid waste

Carbon Mapper

INITIATIVE BY:

Carbon Mapper SRO N Q

Coalition (with NASA, ESA,

and landfills FULL FORM:
Google.org support) Netherlands Institute
Use Case; Fl:lNCTION: . for Space Research
City-level and site- AT COUNTRY: =
2 Sl ; satellite detection
specific emissions mappping Sfcthae Netherlands

Relevance: Global & Opén Data i e ClimateTRACE
Helps identify Platforms EE:;I:QZERE' a NATURE: Independent global
under-reported  Carbon Mapper (GEO) e emissions tracking initiative
landfill emissions e SRON (Netherlands Space f?m!s'swns o
Research Organisation) acility level > FOUNDED: 2021
2 DATAACOES:: TECHNOLOGY USID:
Public m Satellites

Artificial Intelligence
Carbon Mapper is not Remote sensing

a N body. COVERAGE: Methane, CO,,

i» Carbon Mapper is nota nitrous oxide
UN body. ACCESSIBILITY: Open-source,

GLOBAL
METHANE
O PLEDGE

- « Launched: 2021 (COP26, Glasgow)

Legal Nature: o Led by: United States &
European Union

non-binding * Target: Reduce global methane

emissions by 30% by 2030
(from 2020 levels

Voluntary,

public data
ClimateTRACE is not
government-led.

» Not a signatory




Why Satellite Data 82 Limitations of
Dta Is Powerful Satellite Monitoring)

Publicly accessible? (7 67

 Verifable
TR 227 * Cloud cover

* Reveals emissions 10x higher

theher than official e Weather interfeence

estimates in some cases "¢ >4 @
Explains why why waste methane was ¢ Urban complexity ;3;. L
was “missed” earlier = g 1

Problems:

 Poor data quality
» Aggregated reporting
* Inferquent updates

» Cannot replace on
on-ground
validation




The Core Idea: Feedback Loop Model
Explain This Clearly (Central Teaching Point)

AL
) L 5
&2 Ground teams

Satellite detects

investigate cause
methane hotspot ' '9

Continuous
improvement
cycle T
4 =
2
Ground data Fix implemented

(covering, gas
gas capture
closure)




NATIONAL GREEN
TRIBUNAL (NGT)

Established: 2010

Statute: National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010

Nature: Quasi-judicial body

Headquarters: New Delhi
. ~ Circuit Benches: Bhopal,
Composition Pune, Kolkata, Chennai
e Chairperson:Retired (location may change - HQ fixea)
Judge of the Supreme Court
or Chief Justice of a High Court
e Members:
e Judicial Members

e Expert Members (environmental science,
forestry, climate, etc.)

Appointment: By Central Government

# NGT has technical experts as members
(unlike regular courts).

Jurisdiction of NGT

+ Deals with civil cases only

+ Must involve a substantial question relating to
the environment

rEx STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARDS (SPC

Basic Facts Powers

Established by: 1774 e issue directions under Section 5
Statute: Water Act, 1974 of Environment Protection Act. 1886

Air Act. 1981 ¢ Set emission and effluent standards

Statutory Bodies at State o Advise State Governments (7
level

& SPCBs issue consents, not environmental clearances (EC),
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NGT JURSIDCTION: 7 KEY ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS

Acts Covered Under NGT Jurisisction

Water (Prevention and of Pollution) Act, 1974
Water (Prevention and Pollution) Cess Act, 1977

(repeeled later, but historically covered)

1
12/

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1977
Air (Conservation) Act, 1880
Environment (Protection) Act, 1861

Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991

Biological Diversity Act, 2002

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 — NOT
under NGT jurrisction

llccocoo

MOST IMPORTANT ]




Why X platform was finede

Syllabus Integration

>

GS 2 (Governance & International Relations): EU
regulatory authority, digital governance, platform
accountability, and transatlanfic tensions over
tech regulation.

GS 3 (Economy & Technology): Regulation of Big
Tech, digital markets, platform transparency, and
Impact of compliance costs on innovation.

GS 4 (Ethics): Ethical responsibility of social media
platforms—itruthfulness, transparency,
misinformation control, and user frust.

Prelims: Digital Services Act (DSA); European
Commission powers; platform liability; ad
transparency; researcher access obligations.

Why was Elon Musk’s X platform fined
$140 million by the EU?

X. formerly Twitter; was fined by the

hana Venugopal

The story so far:
n December 6, Tesla CEO Elon
Musk used his social media
platform X to call for an end to
the European Union, posting,
“The EU should be abolished and
sovereignty returned to individual
s, s that governments can better
represent their people”. His outburst was
trigged by a 120 million euro (around $140
million) fine slapped by the European
against X a day earlier,
-compliance
oc’s landmark tech
regulation.

Why was Elon Musk’s X fined?
X, formerly Twitter, was fined by the
European Commission for breaching its
transparency obligations under the Digital
Services Act (DSA). The EU regulator
opened formal proceedings on December
in order to evaluate whether X
disseminated illegal information and
whether it could effectively combat the
manipulation of information. The
investigation is ongoing, but the
European Commission has fined X over
platform-specil fic features and policies
that violate i
“Deceiving users s with blue
checkmarks, obscuring information on
ads and shutting out researchers have no
place online in the EU. The DSA protect:
users. The DSA gives researchers the
to uncover potential threats. The DSA

restores trust in the online environment,”
said Henna Virkkunen, i
Vice-President for Tech Sovereign!
Security and Democracy, in an official
press release. She added this was the

|

X being held responsible for undermmmg
users” nght; and evading accountability.

What did the EU invesllgadon find?
At the heart of the matter is X’s
controversial blue check mark system.
Before Elon M i

the social media platform assigned blue
check marks to nota E

as government offic

vetted account handles on sighl.
However, Mr. Musk has always
criticised this legacy check mark
['witter in Ouobcr ”OZZ
the billionaire made the
nbol a product that
This led to a surge in
unt impersonation, as users ranging
from pranksters to crypto scammers
bought the blue tick mark to make

spread, X began deploying a mix of check
~ gold, blue, grey, and company
rentiate verified
users from unverified ones. These
categories tended to overlap.

However, this resulted in even more
confusion, a view w the European

‘uropean Commission for breaching its transparency obligations under the Di;
the matter is X’s controversial blue check mark system, which the Commiss

ion said ‘deceives users’

| Commission shared. It stated that

check mark for so-called verified acc
“deceives users”.
Apm from the blue ve!

pointed to X’s advertisement repository,
which it said did not meet the
transparency and accessibility
requirements of the DSA. Furthermore,
the regulator said that X failed to meet its
DSA obligations to give researchers access
to the platform’s public data.
‘These two points are linked, as the
regulator pointed out that X's design
made it difficult for researchers to |denufv
vho was paying for certain
advertisements running on X, and
hether there were any risl sociated
with the ads. The regulator also cited
sive processing delays. “The fine
sued today was calculated taking into
account the nature of these
infringements, their gravity in terms

taking to fix the deceptive use of blue
(hed\marb and 90 working days to

relating to its advertising repository and
researchers’ access to public data.

What was Elon Musk’s reaction?
Since December 6, Elon Musk has both
posted and re-shared multiple comments,
memes, and infographics insulting the
European Union and calling for it to be

rvices Act. At the heart of

n should

blll’('dl.l(

on December 10. Mr. Musk

post criticising the EU for not fining Meta
on similar grounds, since the WhatsApp,
Instagram, and Facebook-paren

a paid blue check mark verifical

system. Furthermore, X executive Nikita
Bier claimed that the regulator had
violated platform rules while annuunun),
its fine against X, and said tha

account was terminated a

U.S. Pr

reacted to the news of the X

nasty” and noting tha
in some bad directions”. He added that it
had to be “careful” but clarified that Mr.
Musk did not ask him to intervene in the
matter. Trump administration officials
including Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and Vice President J.D. Vance both
cril d the move as well.
Ambassador to the EU, Andrew Puzder,
slammed “EU regulatory overreach
targeting American innovation” and said
that the Trump administration would
“challenge burdensome regulations that
target US companies abroad.”

Mr. Musk claimed that the EU imposed
the “crazy fine” on both X and him
personally, suggesting that he might in
turn respond not just to the EU but also
individual regulators.

It is not yet clear if he intends to
formally pursue legal action.

3



PRELIMS PYQ'S

Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: The European Parliament approved The Net-Zero
Industry Act recently.

Statement-II: The European Union intends to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2040 and therefore aims to develop all of its own
clean technology by that time.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above
statements? [UPSC Civil Services Exam — 2024 Prelims]

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-
Il explains Statement-I

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct, but Statement-
Il does not explain Statement-I

(c) Statement-I is correct, but Statement-II is incorrect

(d) Statement-I is incorrect, but Statement-Il is correct

N
NEXT
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Statements-l: Recently, the United States of America (USA)
and the European Union (EU) have launched the ‘Trade and
Technology Council’.

Statement-Il: The USA and the EU claim that through this
they are trying to bring technological progress and physical
productivity under their control.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above
statements? [UPSC Civil Services Exam — 2023 Prelims]

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and
Statement-l is the correct explanation for Statement-|

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and
Statement-ll is not the correct explanation for Statement-I
(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct



What's the news?e NEXT
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» The European Commission fined X (formerly Twitter) €120 million for
violating provisions of the EU’s Digital Services Act (DSA)—marking
the first non-compliance decision under the DSA.

The fine relates to deceptive blue check verification, lack of ad
transparency, denial of data access to researchers, and moderation
delays. In response, Elon Musk publicly attacked the EU, calling for

its dismantling, triggering strong political reactions from the U.S.
leadership.



€120 MILLION s

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FINES X FOR DSA VIOLATIONS
DECEMBER 5-6,2025: FIRST NON-COMPLIANCE DECISION UNDER DSA

DECEPETIVE
BLUE CHECK MARK
VERIFICATION

LACK OF
TRANSPRENCY IN
AD REPOSTORES

RESTRICTING
RES.ARCHER ACCESS
TO PUBLIC DATA

7,

+
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5 ACT (DSA)

ADOPTED: 2022, EFFECTIVE: 2023

7 B
:
| =
|
TRANSPARNCY IN ACCOUNTABILITY ACCESS FOR
ADVERTISING FOR ILLEGAL CONTENT RESEARCHERS
i J

SCOPE: PLATFORMS OPERATING IN EU,
INCLUDING NON-EU COMPANIES



WHY IT MATTERS

o
%

LANDMARK EU
REGULATION

Digital Services
(DSA) to govern
Transparency,
miiformissation,
accounabiity.

X'S BLUE CHECK
CHECK SYSTEM

Paid feature,
Allowed impesnation,
mesd users.

REGULATORY
ENFORCEMENT

EU fine signals
action on tech giants.
including non-European
companies.

INTERNATIONAL
IMPLICATIONS

US politicans reacted.
Global tech
regulation vs
innovation debate

A CRUCIAL MOMENT FOR DIGITAL ACCOUNTABILITY

V

b 4
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Syllabus Integration

GS 2 (Governance & Institutions): Role of IFSCA as @
unified regulator; regulatory oversight in IFSCs; ease
of doing business in specialised financial jurisdictions.
-GS 3 (Economy & Infrastructure): Maritime finance
and ship leasing as part of logistics and port-led
development; GIFT IFSC as an offshore financial hub;
capital flows, asset leasing, and infrastructure
financing.

Prelims: GIFT City; IFSC; IFSCA; ship leasing types
(financial, operating, sale-and-leaseback); difference
between ship and aircraft leasing; Indian vs foreign
ship registry.

Ship leasing in full sail at GIFT City

‘Today, bulk
according to d

in Gujarat,
are already
turning heads. As of Octob-

ship-leasing entities are op-
erating from the Interna-
tional Financial Services
Centre at India’s first
global finance enclave, and
the number of

leased or purchased ha

more than doubled to 30 in
the past year (16 ships pur-
chased and 14 ships
leased).

The shift is significant.
Until recently, India had no
dedicated platform for
leasing ocean-going ves-
sels. After Rip] shxppmg
India IFSC Pvt. Ltd. be-
came the first _entity to
lease a bulk ca
2023, GIFT
emerging as one of the few

ancial centres globally
to host a comprehensi
regulator monitored ship-

g regime. The servic-
covered include finan-

structures and
ind-leaseback

data shared b\ Internation-
al Financial Services Auth-
ority (IFSCA) - the unified
T -

ranging from 75,500 DWT

to 106,000 DWT, have
been leased or purchased
to date. The single largest
vessel leased from the IFSC
is 2150,000 DWT Suezmax
crude oil carrier (34- to 38-
month lease). Suezm

it the Suez Canal when ful-
ly loaded. Beyond bulkers,

product tanker, threc Ll’G
tankers, and an additional
tanker.

Relocation of finance

Of the 30 s leased or

purchased, 17 are Indian-

flagged vessels; the foreign

flags include Marshall Is-
vessels), Panama

Singapore (five). For an in-

GIFTIFSC s fast
emerging as one of the
few financial centres
globally to host a
('4)]“[)I'L‘h€l|, e,
regulator monitored
shipleasing regime

dustry long reliant on le:
mp, structures in foreign
risdictions, the shift marl
a strategic relocation of
maritime finance to Indian
underscoring
the fact th; i
far more than s,
determines its nationality,
regulatory standards, and
dictions un-
can operate le-
safely. GIFT City,
in comparison with ship

ers account for 43% of the ships leased or purchased from GIFT IFSC, with the value of assels eavcdn

lease. As on September 30,
37 aircraft leas-

ru\\czl $711 ml]hun from h

nancial institutions operat-

i ithin GIFT City,” K
Rajaraman, chal

IFSCA, told businessline.
GIFT IFSC now offers

ating ey globally
aligned framework.

This helps reduce re-
liance on offshore leasing
centres while enabling
competitive financing. The
clarity and depth of the IF-
SCA framework are an ad-
ded attraction. With pre-
scribed capital
requirements - from
$200,000 for operating
lease entities to §3 million
for financial or hy
i and perm

freely converti-

ull-'r offers a structure
u\g hubs.

Challenges
However, experts see some
hurdles. Surya Sreeniva-

p-
pm;, hubs offer shipowners
Pt ity to flag their
vessels with registries that
are lighter on regulatory
compliances. From a
quidity pers
holders are also Leenlv
awaiting the notification of
as!

t
ture sub-sector to obtain
the financing benefits that
are currently provided to
other capital-intensive sec-
tor: nded procedures
and timelines for the crea-
tion and enforcement of
mortgage have also been
identified an area of
improvement.
Amit Oza, s

tramar Shipping and Trad-

ng to $147 billion,

ing Services, concurs. “The
key challenges are in
streamlining the import
process of Indian flag ships
in IFSC. Rule 29b of SE:
Act reqmrc; shlp; i

bill every nme a
leased in or out of I

ness with long-term char-
ters, but is a deal breaker
for ship operators as they
li arter hundreds
a year on short-
ter. The rule
should be amended for im-
port only and the lease
component should be de-
leted,” he said.
He 1lw Lallv:d kwr clarity

and other capital
providers.

The regulatory frame-
work for ship lease wa
sued in 2021 and later mod-
ified to mandate that only
lessors holding ownership

ehold rights over a
E engage in activi-
ties such as voyage charters
and affreightment con-
tracts. Further, there were

ions on the transfer

re:

dents to IFSC entiti lely
to service Indian clients.
However, lessors were per-
mitted to acquire new
ships from Indi

ards. IFSC-based ship
lessors are now permitted
to share office space and
personnel.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)




What's the news ? 11343
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» Ship leasing activity at GIFT City IFSC has gained rapid momentum
within just two years of launch. As of October, 27 ship-leasing
entities have leased or purchased 30 vessels, with asset value
touching $1.47 billion. Bulk carriers dominate the portfolio. With a
unified regulatory framework under IFSCA, GIFT IFSC is emerging as
India’s regulated maritime finance hub, reducing dependence on
foreign leasing centres like Singapore and Europe, though
regulatory and procedural challenges remain.



= Ship Leasing at GIFT IFSC

Prescribed Capital Requirements for Leasing Entities:

Operating lease entities: Financial or hybrid lease entities:
$200,000 (s34 $ million

Transactions can be in freely convertable foreign currencies. $Z% *

NEXT
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Entities operating
in ship leasing:

27 registered

Types of vessels:

Bulk carriers: Single largest vessel:

43% of total leased: 13 vessels 150,000 DWT Panamax crude oil carier
75,500 DWT - 106,000 DWT (34-38 month lease)

; 6 ethane gas carriers C§" 5 container ships _ 1 medium-range product tanker ; 3 LPG tankers

Total asset value leased: $1.47 billion




Regulatory & Policy Framework

IFSCA Ship Leasing Regulations: Issued 2022, modified later for:

Ownership & Rights

Only IFFC-based entities can

hold ownship/leasehold rights for

activities like: Equity

charters, Affreghtment contracts

Office & Personnel

fo)
"
Permits office space &

personnel sharing among
IFFC-based ship lessors

Transfer Restrictions
HE
=
Restrictions on transfer of
vessels from Indian residents

IFFC entities solely for
servicing Indian clients

Key Principle

Promoting IFSC as global
maritime finance hub under
unified regulation.

NEXT
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Key Advantages

Globally aligned
framework

Reduces reliance on ofhsore
leasing centres

Competitive financing
opportunities

Somprehenting
opportunities

Comprehensive, regulatory-
monitored hub

Challenges / Issues

India is a closed registry

Regulatory clarity for
status

Regulatory clarity for infra
status

SEZ Act Rule 329 (cumbrome
for short charters)

Ancariily services clarity

Naviating the Future of Maritime
Finance in GIFT IFSC

NEXT
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2. What is GIFT City?

Components

1. IFSC (International Finance Zone),
2. Domestic Finance Zone,
3. Smart City Infrastucture
Inaugratior
Currency Transactions

Sectors Operates

Global Comparison

b ol

Feature Detail

Area Detail

Both INR (domestic &

886 acres
foreign currency,IF15 owvards)

886 acres Banking, insurance an capimtals,
Both INR (construction begin); IFFC | asset/fund management,
opartional 2015 owwards) ship & aicraft leasing

Sectors Operated

- 100% income tax exepption on profits for years for IFSC units
IFSC unde Act, Exemption iidend Distribution Tax
- Exemption from Dividend Distibtion financial hubs

GIFT City: India's Global Financial Hub

NEXT
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Purpose: Key Features: Regulatory Benefits

* Promote international financia « Enables banking, insurance, « Tax incentives (Income tax
capital markets exemption for years
undars under SEZ rules
IFSCA

* Reduce reliance on offssore
financial rantres (like ¢ Enables banking, capital
Singapore, Dubai, London markets, and fund management

foreign currencies. » Separte from domestis, operates

like an offssore financial hub
within India

* Facilitta exports of financial
services

Full Form: International Financial Services Centre




An unprecedented state In

\Vi{elalelfeNglife

Syllabus Integration

» GS 2 (Polity & Governance): Role and importance of
the Opposition; Speaker/Chairman’s discretion;
conventions vs rules in parliamentary democracy;
State Legislature functioning.

» GS 2 (Constitutional Bodies): Statutory basis of LoP
(State law), recognition by Presiding Officers, checks
and balances in legislatures.

» GS 4 (Ethics): Democratic values—accountability,
dissent, and institutional propriety; ethical conduct of
ruling and opposition parties.

» Prelims: LoP definition under Maharashtra law; 10%
seat rule as convention (not mandatory); powers of
Speaker/Chairman; bicameral State Legislature
basics.

An unprecedented situation in Maharashtra

or the first time, there v

he weeklong winter
n of the Maha-
htr: Legislature
u)m.luded on Decelnber 14 in
Nagpur. For the first time in
the history of the State, there
was no Leader of the Opposi
tion (LOP) in both the House:
The 10% seat strength is not a
rule, but a for a
pz recog
nised as the official Opposi-
tion party and to have a LOP.
The Congress has 10% seats in
the Upper House. As 1he rul
ing dispensation overlooks
precedents and the Oppos
tion fails to put together a un-
ited front, a key question aris-
es: is the appointment of an
LOP a democratic nece:
the Speaker’s discretion?
“In a democracy, the Oppo
sition is not only tolerated as
stitutional, but must be

the people, like the best va-
lets, must whisper unpleasant
truths in the master
entator Wz Iler
Lippmann said in an e:
The Indispensable Oppu:

In Maharashtra, the Opp
sition has been rallying against
the govunmcnt fo seek the

ce its forma-
tion in 1960: both Houses did
not have an LOP.

The last Opposition leader
in the Maharashtra Legislative
ssembly was Vijay Waddett
war from the Congress. His
term expired on November

s no LOP in both Houses during the v

26, 2024. In the Legislative
Council, the term of Shiv Sena
UBT leader Ambadas Danve as
LOP ended on August
2025. Maharashtra’s legislative
history shows that a LOP ha:
until now, generally been ap-
pointed without much delay.
Under the Leaders of Oppo-
sition in Maharashtra Legi:
ture Salaries and Allowances
The ‘Leader of Op-
itic relation to either
House of the State Legislature,
means that member of the
State Legisl.n ve Assembly or

bc who is f()r
the time being the Leader in
that House of the party
position to the State
ment ha\ ing the greatest nu-
mer strength d
recogni ,ed as such by
Speaker of the Assembly
the Chairman of the Coun
as the case may be.”

Last year, when the Speak
er did not appoint an LOP af-
ter Mr. Waddettiwar’s term
ended, Shiv Sena UBT leader
and contender for the post,
Bhaskar Jadhav, wrote a letter
to the Legi: ure Secretariat
seeking in writing the rul
and laws under which the ap-

chotce of the Gpposition Lead-
er in the Maharashtra Legi
tive Assembly Rules. The ho-
nourable Speaker take:

ision after taking into con-
sideration the prevalent par-
liamentary conventions and
Political scien
shikar observed
that precedents, convention,
and goodwill play an impor-
tant role during proceedings.
While the 10% majority is a
convention, it has been over
looked in the past. In 1962, the
Congress had a brute maj
of 215 in a House of 264 seats.
The single largest Opposition
party was th asants and
‘Workers Party of India, with 15
seats. Opposition parties then
came together to form the S:

ial Opposition party
and Krishnarao Dhulap was
declared the LOP. Similar in-
stances occurred in 1967 and
1972 as well.

This time, not only has the
State’s legislative precedent
been overlooked, but the Op-
position parties too have
failed to come together to
stake claim to the position. In
the 2024 Assembly elections,
the Shiv Sena UBT secured 20
seats, the Congress 16, and the
NCP SP 10. But the letter for
the LOP position has been gi
ven only by the Shiv Sena UBT.

In the upper House, the
s has 10% of the total

Congress has 8 MLCs, Shiv Se-
na UBT 5, and the NCP SP 2.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has mai
tained that it is the di
of the Speaker and the Chair-
person of both the Houses to
take the decision. Maharash-
tra Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar said that the Oppo-
sition party staking claim to
the position should have 10°

ats in the Hous

NEXT
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» Q. Consider the following statements:
1. In the first Lok Sabha, the single largest party in the opposition was the
SwatantraParty.
2. In the Lok Sabha, a “Leader of the Opposition” was recognised for the first
time in 1969.
3. In the Lok Sabha, if a party does not have a minimum of 75 members, its
leader cannot be recognised as the Leader of the Opposition.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

» [A] 1 and 3 only
» [B] 2 only
» [C] 2 and 3 only

» [D]1,2and 3
ANSWER -B



What is the News? 11343
1[A(S

» For the first time since Maharashira’s formation in 1960, both Houses
of the State Legislature functioned without a Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) during the Winter Session (ended December 14,
2024).

The absence stems from a mix of Speaker/Chairman discretion,
reliance on the 10% seat convention (not a statutory rule), and the
Opposition’s failure to unite, raising questions about whether
appointing an LoP is a democratic necessity or a procedural
choice.
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Leader the Opposition (LoP)

Complete UPSC Master Notes

3 ’I“{ Constiutional Status

Not a constiwtional post

Recognsised through statutes + parlameatary conventions
*LoP = consttutional authority like Speaker, PM, or CAG

Statutory Recognition
At the Union Level:

e Salary and Allowanges of Leaders of Opposition in Parliment Act, 1977

* Gives: Salary & perks equal to Cabinet Minister, Official recogrintion

e Separate Acts in many States (e.[/o, Maharslarra (1978), Tamil Nadu, Webssat)
*Acts define who is LoP, not how many seats required Q)

Who Appoints the LoP? 9z ) 10% Rule
* Appainting Authority :

Not a constitutional rule
Lok Sabha Speaker

i ! Not a statuaty rule
Rajya Saba Chairman (Vice-Presdent)
State Assembly Speaker

Merely a parlamiatary convention
Origin: British parlamatary practice
Chairman Chairman

Applied incosisiencly across India
e Appointment based on recognition, not automatic
:\

State Council

enteritimente




11341
Historical Precdents (India)

Complete UPSC Master Notes

&1 Historical Precedents (India

* 1969-1977: No LoP in Lok Sabha (opposition lacked 10%)
16th Lok Sabha (2014-2019): Congress (44 seats) denied LoP status

States

* Coalations sy accgntied of turd as opposition low numbers
* Scaidtions recognisied Bills, low numbers
* Preceent often overdides numeral rigidity

[ ]
AP

Roles & Functions of LoP

-
A Inside Legisilature

g ) Outside Legisitature
* Leads opposition strategy

* Represents dissent
Scrutties: Bills, Budget Executive Channels and alternative
actions views

* Preeden often er

numeral rigidity




AINSTIUTIONAL &
CONSTITUIONAL

F~ IMPORTANCE ,
MEMBER OF =
- STATUORY cOMITTIES | HR

OPPOSSITION

LOP is part of selection

committes for: £ !
« Lokpal i CHECKS & BALANCES

« CBI Director

9 Powers & Privleges

¢ Salary & status equivalent to
¢ Cabinet Minister
« Official residce, stf protocol

e Consulted in bipapasan
appointments
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