
DNA : DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS 



PRELIMS TOPICS

• Govt. Spar Over Vande Mataram – TH, Page 1, 5 & IE, Page 1

• Hornbill Festival - TH, Page 2

• Deepathoon Order and HC Judge impeachment – TH, Page 8

• DHRUVA Framework - TH, Page 10

• Crypto Transactions – TH, Page 12

• Stubble Burning – IE, Page 4

• EU fine on X – IE, Page 14

• Thailand – Cambodia Dispute – IE, Page 15





GOVT. SPAR OVER VANDE MATARAM

Context: A political confrontation 

erupted in Parliament over Vande 

Mataram, with the Government 

accusing Nehru of diluting the song’s 

legacy and the Opposition alleging 

diversionary tactics amid socio-

economic issues.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Nationalism & Freedom Movement: Historical role of 

Vande Mataram, cultural nationalism, and debates over 
national symbols. Modern Indian History: Nehru-era decisions, 
constitutional debates on national song vs national anthem.

• GS 2: Parliamentary Politics: Government–Opposition 
dynamics, political discourse, use of cultural symbols in 

legislative debates. Constitution & Governance: Constitutional 
status of Vande Mataram; principles of secularism and 
cultural pluralism.

• GS 3: Socio-economic governance: Opposition’s claim that 
cultural debates divert attention from unemployment, 

inflation, and welfare concerns (policy prioritisation).
• GS 4: Ethics in Public Discourse: Responsible political 

communication, avoiding communal polarisation, respecting 

national symbols, and ethical leadership.
• Prelims: Year of adoption of Vande Mataram (1905; partial 

adoption by Constituent Assembly in 1950), its author Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay, place of first public singing 
(Congress Session, 1896), Articles related to secularism.
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GOVT. SPAR OVER VANDE MATARAM

A major political controversy erupted in 

the Indian Parliament over the 150th 

anniversary of "Vande Mataram", 

with the ruling party and the 

opposition trading accusations over its 

historical interpretation, political 

appropriation, and role in India’s 

freedom struggle.



B2B   

GOVT. SPAR OVER VANDE MATARAM



GOVT. SPAR OVER VANDE MATARAM

Aspect Details

Author Bankim Chandra Chatterjee (1870s)

Language Sanskritised Bengali

Source Originally part of his novel ‘Anandamath’ (1882)

Theme Depicts Mother India as a goddess; embodies patriotism, 

spiritual devotion, and the fight against oppression

Adoption by 

Congress

First sung in 1896 at the INC session by Rabindranath 

Tagore

Partition 

Controversy

In the 1930s, objections arose over religious undertones; 

Muslim League and others viewed it as Hindu-centric

Official 

Status

On January 24, 1950, the first two stanzas were adopted 

as the National Song of India by the Constituent 

Assembly (not National Anthem)
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CONSTITUTIONAL 
AND 

LEGAL BASIS
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GOVT. SPAR OVER VANDE MATARAM

Symbol Name Author/Designer Adopted on Notes

National 
Anthem

Jana Gana 
Mana

Rabindranath Tagore 24 Jan 1950 Sung for the first time in 1911 
(Calcutta Session of INC)

National Song Vande Mataram Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee

24 Jan 1950 (first 
two stanzas)

Part of Anandamath; not in 
Constitution

National Flag Tricolour 
(Tiranga)

Pingali Venkayya (design) 22 July 1947 Ashoka Chakra added in place 
of spinning wheel

National 
Emblem

Lion Capital of 
Ashoka

Mauryan era (Sarnath) 26 Jan 1950 Motto: Satyamev Jayate (from 
Mundaka Upanishad)

National 
Animal

Bengal Tiger – – Symbol of strength and power

National Bird Indian Peacock – – Associated with grace and 
beauty

National Tree Banyan Tree – – Symbol of immortality

National 
Flower

Lotus – – Symbol of purity and 
detachment

National Fruit Mango – – “King of fruits”; widely grown

National River Ganga – Declared 2008 Considered sacred and life-
giving
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HORNBILL FESTIVAL

Context: The first-ever International Hornbill Festival – Mon Edition was inaugurated 

in Nagaland’s Mon district, highlighting Konyak tribal heritage and expanding the 
cultural footprint of the state’s flagship Hornbill Festival.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Tribal culture of Northeast India; 

significance of festivals in preserving 

indigenous heritage.
• GS 2: Centre–State cooperation in cultural 

promotion; cultural diplomacy and community 

engagement.
• GS 3: Role of festivals in tourism, local 

economy, and sustainable development.
• GS 4: Ethical preservation of tribal identity; 

inclusivity and respect in cultural 

representation.
• Prelims: Hornbill Festival basics; Mon district; 

Konyak tribe; Naga Heritage Village (Kisama).
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Tribes Associated 

Nagaland has 17 major tribes, 

including:

Ao, 

Angami, 

Sema, 

Lotha, 

Rengma, 

Konyak, 

Chakhesang, 
Zeliangrong, etc.
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Mon District: Eastern Nagaland, home of the 
Konyak tribe.



HORNBILL FESTIVAL

Festival State Tribe/Community Type of Festival Key Features (UPSC Notes)

Hornbill Festival Nagaland 17 Naga Tribes (esp. Angami, 
Ao, Konyak, Sema)

Cultural / Tribal “Festival of Festivals”; promoted by 
Govt.; showcases Naga heritage; 

Great Hornbill symbol.

Wangala (100 
Drums Festival)

Meghalaya Garo Tribe Harvest Festival Thanksgiving to Sun God Misi 
Saljong; rhythmic drumming; 

traditional dances.

Nongkrem Dance 
Festival

Meghalaya Khasi Tribe Harvest & Ritual Known as Pomblang Nongkrem; 
prayers for prosperity; goat 

sacrifice; traditional Khasi dances.

Chapchar Kut Mizoram Mizo Community Spring / 
Agricultural

Celebrated after jhum clearing; 
famous Cheraw (bamboo) dance; 

one of biggest Mizo festivals.

Bihu (Rongali) Assam Assamese Community (Various 
tribes)

Harvest / Cultural Most famous NE festival; Bihu 
dance, pepa instrument; marks 

Assamese New Year (Bohag).

Sangai Festival Manipur Meitei & other ethnic groups Tourism & 
Cultural

Showcases Manipur culture; 
named after Sangai deer; martial 

arts Thang-Ta, handlooms, crafts.



DEEPATHOON ORDER AND IMPEACHMENT OF 
HC JUDGE

Context: INDIA bloc MPs plan to move an impeachment motion against a 

Madras High Court judge over the deepathoon order related to the Karthigai 

Deepam ritual, triggering political and legal tensions in Tamil Nadu.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Communal harmony, social tensions arising from religious 

events; societal implications of judicial directives on cultural 
practices.

• GS 2: Constitutional mechanisms for impeachment of judges 

(Articles 124(4) & 217); separation of powers; Centre–State political 
dynamics; role of Parliament in judicial accountability.

• GS 3: Internal security implications of religious disputes; law-and-
order management during festivals and protests.

• GS 4: Ethical conduct in public office; judicial responsibility; 

balancing religious freedom, neutrality, and public order.
• Prelims: Procedure of impeachment of judges; Articles 124 & 217; 

Karthigai Deepam festival; Deepathoon (pillar) significance; powers of 
Single Judge vs Division Bench.
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DHRUVA FRAMEWORK

Context: India Post’s proposed DHRUVA framework seeks to create a unified, digital, 

consent-based addressing system enabling precise, shareable “virtual addresses,” 
improving service delivery, governance, and logistics efficiency.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Urbanisation and settlement patterns; 

challenges of unplanned address systems in cities 

and rural areas.

• GS 2: Digital governance, public service delivery 

reforms, data protection and consent frameworks; 

role of state in building public digital infrastructure 

(like Aadhaar, UPI analogues).

• GS 3: Logistics efficiency, e-commerce enablement, 

digital economy; DPI expansion; technological 

solutions for last-mile delivery, inclusion, and rural 

connectivity.

• GS 4: Ethical data use, informed consent, privacy, 

transparency, and accountability in state-run digital 

platforms.

• Prelims: DHRUVA features; DIGIPIN (10-digit 

alphanumeric pin); Address Label Agents; Digital 

Public Infrastructure (DPI) examples; Post Office Act, 

2023 draft amendments.
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CRYPTO TRANSACTIONS

Context: Crypto transactions in India surged to ₹51,180 crore in 2024–25, with the 

government collecting ₹511.8 crore as TDS, reflecting rising digital-asset activity 

despite regulatory tightening.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Impact of technological and financial transformations on 

society and behavioural shifts in investment patterns.
• GS 2: Regulation of digital assets; state capacity in financial 

oversight; Parliament’s role in shaping taxation and digital-

economy laws.
• GS 3: Indian Economy: Digital financial markets, taxation of 

Virtual Digital Assets (VDA), implications of 1% TDS on trading 
volumes, financial stability concerns. Cybersecurity & Technology: 
Risks of unregulated crypto, need for robust compliance and 

tracking mechanisms.
• GS 4: Ethical investment practices, transparency, preventing 

misuse of crypto for illicit finance; state responsibility in 
safeguarding citizens from high-risk financial products.

• Prelims: Definition of VDA under Income Tax Act; 1% TDS rule 

(Finance Act 2022 → retained in IT Act 2025); trends in crypto 
taxation; TDS vs TCS basics.
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STUBBLE BURNING

Context: Despite fewer reported stubble-burning incidents in Haryana, satellite data 

shows a sharp rise in burnt area, revealing major gaps in monitoring and significant 

implications for Delhi’s air pollution assessments.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Human–environment interaction; agricultural 

practices and environmental degradation.
• GS 2: Centre–State coordination in pollution control; 

governance challenges in implementing environmental 

regulations; accountability of monitoring institutions.
• GS 3: Environment & Ecology: Air pollution sources, 

limitations of satellite monitoring, PM2.5 contributors, 
stubble-burning trends.Agriculture: Crop-residue 
management, sustainability issues in rice–wheat 

systems, policy incentives for alternative technologies. 
• GS 4: Environmental ethics, intergenerational equity, 

responsibility of institutions to provide accurate data for 
public health protection.

• Prelims: Stubble burning patterns; satellite overpass 

limitations; PM2.5 & pollution modelling basics; IFoRE 
and IMD/ITM roles.
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Despite fewer reported 

stubble-burning incidents in 

Haryana, satellite data shows 

a sharp rise in burnt area, 

revealing major gaps in 

monitoring and significant 

implications for Delhi’s air 

pollution assessments.
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EU FINE ON X

Context: The EU has fined X (formerly Twitter) $140 million for violating the Digital 

Services Act (DSA), triggering political backlash in the U.S. and raising global concerns 

about platform transparency, online safety, and regulatory authority.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Impact of digital platforms on society, misinformation, and user vulnerability to 

deceptive online practices. 
• GS 2: Governance & Regulation: Global internet governance, cross-border digital regulation, 

EU’s Digital Services Act, state responsibility to protect users, and tensions between regulation 

and free speech. International Relations: Transatlantic tech-policy frictions; implications for 
India’s own platform-regulation debates.

• GS 3: Cybersecurity & Digital Economy: Transparency norms, algorithmic accountability, 
content moderation, risks of impersonation fraud, and digital consumer protection. Tech 
Policy: Regulatory compliance costs for global firms; importance of verifiable identity systems.

• GS 4: Ethical responsibilities of digital platforms—fair advertising, preventing deception, 
safeguarding user trust, and ensuring equitable access to public data for researchers.

• Prelims: Digital Services Act (DSA) basics, “blue checkmark” controversy, platform 
transparency obligations, impersonation fraud, scraping restrictions.
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THAILAND – CAMBODIA DISPUTE

Context: Thai airstrikes on Cambodia have revived a long-running border conflict 

rooted in colonial-era boundary demarcations, ethnic tensions, and competing 

historical claims—especially over the Preah Vihear temple.

Syllabus Integration:
• GS 1: Colonial legacy and post-colonial borders in Southeast Asia; cultural heritage disputes (e.g., Preah 

Vihear temple); ethnicity and nationalism shaping geopolitical conflicts.

• GS 2: International relations & diplomacy: ASEAN regional security, role of the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ), treaty obligations, cross-border conflict resolution. Neighbourhood & regional groupings: Implications of 

Thailand–Cambodia tensions on regional stability, trade, and multilateral norms.

• GS 3: Security & Disaster Management: Border skirmishes, displacement of civilians, humanitarian fallout; 

militarisation of disputed regions. Geo-political economy: Historical control over borderlands, strategic value of 

watershed regions and heritage sites.

• GS 4: Ethics of cultural ownership, sovereignty, and historical justice; responsible use of military power and 

prioritisation of peaceful dispute settlement.

• Prelims: Preah Vihear temple (UNESCO site), ICJ rulings (1962 & 2013), 1907 French-drawn border, Dangrek 

Mountains, ASEAN mechanisms for conflict mitigation.
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